Columbia College Chicago

Digital Commons @ Columbia College Chicago
Columbia Chronicle

College Publications

1-26-2015

Columbia Chronicle (01/26/2015)
Columbia College Chicago

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.colum.edu/cadc_chronicle
Part of the Journalism Studies Commons

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works
4.0 License.
Recommended Citation
Columbia College Chicago, "Columbia Chronicle (1/26/2015)" ( January 26, 2015). Columbia Chronicle, College Publications,
College Archives & Special Collections, Columbia College Chicago. http://digitalcommons.colum.edu/cadc_chronicle/927

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the College Publications at Digital Commons @ Columbia College Chicago. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Columbia Chronicle by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Columbia College Chicago.

Arts & Culture: “The DUFF” cast talks

15

high school bullying, See pg. 19

Online exclusive video

Chicago-based folk band Sedgewick plays
at Uncommon Ground Chicago

Opinions: College should publish public
student death notifcation policy, See pg. 35

SPRING 2015

WEEKS
LEFT

No. 1 Non-Daily College Newspaper in the Nation
MONDAY, JANUARY 26, 2015

THE OFFICIAL NEWS SOURCE OF COLUMBIA COLLEGE CHICAGO

VOLUME 50, ISSUE 16

P-Fac vote spurs union investigation
JACOB WITTICH &
KATHERINE DAVIS
Campus Editor & Associate Editor
AFTER A MONTH of its leadership cam-

paigning for separation, the PartTime Faculty union has voted to
disaffiliate from its parent union,
the Illinois Education AssociationNational Education Association.
P-Fac members voted 232–50 on
Jan. 21 in favor of disaffiliation in an
election from Dec. 24 through Jan.
21. The election was authorized by
a 41–1 vote on Dec. 22 by P-Fac’s departmental representatives.
The IEA has declared it intends
to investigate the election process
on several grounds.
Conflicts between P-Fac and the
IEA-NEA began when the statewide association proposed that staff
members who also teach should be
admitted into P-Fac, a move that
would allow staff members with
higher seniority to take course assignments from adjunct professors,
said Diana Vallera, P-Fac president
and an adjunct professor in the
Photography Department.
“There’s been years of not being serviced properly [by the IEA]

and then the conflict that arose between them not honoring our contract,” Vallera said. “That was really
the last straw and what prompted
the disaffiliation.”
Beverly Stewart, chair of the
Higher Education Council for
the IEA, said complaints
from P-Fac members regarding the validity of the
election prompted
IEA to launch
an inves-

tigation on Jan. 21 into the way
the election was conducted.
Stewart said the concerns include the potential disenfranchisement of some eligible voters, whether enough P-Fac members voted for
the constitution to be amended and if equal opportunity was given to those
against disaffiliation to
communicate with P-Fac
members as those who
supported the separation.
P-Fac members complained that the timing
of the election—which

xx SEE P-FAC, PG. 9

Illinois criminalizes
‘revenge porn’

KATHERINE DAVIS
Associate Editor
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Vallera said there was increased
participation in the vote compared
to previous P-Fac elections, which
she said reassured her that nobody
was excluded from participating.

Nohemi Rosales THE CHRONICLE
Mark Grba, an investigator from Chicago’s Office of Inspector General (left), Jim Nagle, an adjunct professor in the English Department (middle) and Mark Klein, a P-Fac elections committee chairperson
and an adjunct faculty member in the Art + Design Department, (right) returned to the 600 S. Michigan Ave. Building with the ballots from the Jan. 21 election.

Track, tech CTA
upgrades in 2015

cago residents, the Chicago Transit
Authority is continuing a multiyear
project geared toward addressing
the problems many Chicagoans and
commuting students often face.
As part of the $5 billion system
improvement project announced
by the CTA in 2011, 2015 upgrades
will include initiatives to remodel
rail stations on the Blue and Red
lines, a Ventra smartphone application and improved subway wireless access, CTA spokeswoman
Ibis Antongiorgi said in a Jan. 19
emailed statement.
The Red Line’s 95th Street Terminal, originally built in 1969, will
undergo a $240 million construction project to expand and remodel

was held during winter break when
many members were on vacation—
caused potential disenfranchisement of some eligible voters, Stewart
said, adding that when disaffiliation
began, many P-Fac members had no
prior knowledge of it.

Managing Editor

FORMER GOV. PAT Quinn signed legis-

Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
The Wilson Red line stop will be one of several renovated stations, along with other stops on the
Blue and Red lines.
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lation on Dec. 29, 2014, that criminalizes “revenge porn,” the public
posting and sharing of nonconsensual, sexually explicit images to
the Internet.
The law was created to combat
the growing epidemic of cyberbullying, according to a Dec. 29 Illinois
Government News Network press
release. The distribution of private,
sexual content without the consent
of the participant will result in a
class 4 felony starting June 1, and it
is punishable by one to three years
in prison and up to $25,000 in fines.
Illinois has joined California,
New Jersey, Arizona and 13 other
states in criminalizing revenge
porn, said Mary Anne Franks, as-

Be kind, rewind: cassette tape culture • PAGE 22

sociate professor of law at the University of Miami School of Law and
legislative and tech policy director
for the Cyber Civil Rights Initiative.
Franks has worked with legislators in 22 states, including Illinois, for the past year to draft laws
against revenge porn. She said the
Illinois law is the strongest nonconsensual pornography law to be
passed thus far.
“What we are trying to do with
the laws that we are advocating is to
get people to understand just how
vicious [revenge porn] is and how it
is very much like any other form of
sexual abuse,” Franks said. “I have
worked with drafters to make sure
[the law] is narrow, precise, effective and that they comport with the
First Amendment.”

xx SEE PORN, PG. 29
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Obama: Make college
affordable, not free
WHILE MUCH OF the nation applaud-

ed President Barack Obama’s call
for free education at community
colleges during his Jan. 20 State of
the Union Address, I must admit I
felt a little salty. After years of paying Columbia’s arguably exorbitant
cost of attendance, the idea of free
college for society en masse is a
little hard to accept.
I was more disturbed by the
apparent shift in American thought
about higher education, though,
and the seemingly increasingly
popular ideal that college is a
civic service that people inherently
deserve rather than the investment
that it really is. Even more confounding is the recent trend of not
holding colleges accountable for
their unaffordable tuition.
With the cost of college continuing to rise each year—approximately $8,893 for in-state and $22,203
for out-of-state students at public
colleges and $30,094 at private
colleges, according to the College
Board—it is understandable that
Obama’s questionably feasible
proposal seems like a victory. However, it is a decision that attempts
to put a small bandage on a large
economic wound.
When did college become the
new healthcare? And why did

Obama suddenly shifted the focus
from combating yearly tuition
hikes to providing free education?
In his January 2012 State of the
Union address, Obama said his administration would explore limiting
aid delivered to colleges that did
not mitigate yearly tuition hikes.
Three years later, tuition continues to rise at four-year public and
private colleges. Rather than hold
those colleges accountable, free
community college is now the answer.
Admittedly, it is a tactic that
may motivate four-year colleges
to increase aid and decrease
tuition—free community college
means fewer freshmen and less
tuition revenue—but it does not
address the overarching issue of
affordability. If anything, it creates
the potential to increase the cost of
attendance as colleges scramble to
make up the loss of revenue.
It also does not guarantee that
students will be able to finish a
four-year program in two if they
transfer. A lot of college programs
are regimented in a way that makes
it impossible to finish in two years,
Columbia among them.
The larger concern is what
happens when an already taxed job
market suddenly sees an influx of
candidates with the same qualifi-
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Columbia students enjoy a night of salsa music and food from Nacional 27, which offer Latin American cuisine, at Fiesta Columbia on Jan. 22 at the Residence Center,
731 S. Plymouth Court.
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Students, alumni win big at BroadwayWorld Awards
MEGAN BENNETT
Campus Reporter
SEVERAL THEATRE STUDENTS and alum-

ni have recently received professional accolades for work in various
productions and ensembles that
ran between November 2013 and
October 2014.
Lauren Vogel, a senior theatre major, Jerome Riley, a junior
theatre major, and alumni David

of “All Our Tragic,” a 12-hour play
combining 32 Greek tragedies into
one performance. The production
won four awards, including “Best
Ensemble (Resident).”
“[The show] was without a doubt
the greatest theatrical experience
I’ve been a part of,” Vogel said.
Vogel said she was excited when
she learned about the cast’s win, and
receiving this recognition has given
her more confidence as a performer.

[The show] was without a doubt the greatest
theatrical experience I’ve been a part of.”
— Lauren Vogel
Cromer, Christopher Jackson, Leah
Morrow, Ryan Bourque, Lindsey
Gavel and Daniel Martinez were
honored Jan. 7 at the 2014 BroadwayWorld Chicago Awards.
Vogel was a member of The Hypocrites Theatre Company’s cast

“It’s nice to be reassured that
what you’re doing is great and ultimately being great is all I really
could ask for,” Vogel said. “I don’t
really care about being famous. I
just want to be great, and I think
that this is just a nice reminder.”

Albert Williams, a senior lecturer in the Theatre Department, said
he was particularly excited about
Vogel’s win because the concept of
ensemble acting—the idea of the
actors working together as opposed
to trying to upstage each other—is
something the department tries to
instill in all students.
“[Vogel] has this great perspective [because] she’s still a student,
but she’s also already working
professionally, which in itself is a
tricky thing,” Williams said.
Williams said students put a lot
of hard work into these professional projects and he was thrilled for
all the students and alumni who
were recognized.
Jackson, who graduated in 2014
with a musical theatre degree, was
in the cast of three award-winning
shows, including Big Noise Theatre
Company’s performance of “Ragtime,” which won “Best Revival of

xx SEE BROADWAY, PG.10

Courtesy LAUREN VOGEL
Columbia student Lauren Vogel and the cast of “All Our Tragic” won the award for “Best Ensemble (Resident).”

Columbia celebrates Sheldon Patinkin
MEGAN BENNETT
Campus Reporter
THE COLUMBIA COMMUNITY will celebrate the life of the late Sheldon Patinkin, a Chicago theater icon and
former chair of the Theatre Department, on Jan. 26 at the North Shore
Center for the Performing Arts in
Skokie, Illinois.
Members of the college who
knew Patinkin partnered with The
Second City and Steppenwolf Theatre to organize the event celebrating Patinkin’s life and accomplishments. He died Sept. 21, 2014, at the
age of 79.
The sold-out event, which will
include a presentation from guest
speakers followed by a reception,
is expected to attract more than
700 attendees, according to Erica
Daniels, Steppenwolf’s associate
artistic director and one of the
event’s organizers.
Patinkin, who also served as an
artistic consultant for Second City
and Steppenwolf, is recognized as
an influential figure in Chicago’s
theater community.
“The deep history [Patinkin] has
is enormous,” Daniels said.
Anne Libera, director of the Comedy Studies program at Columbia,
worked alongside Patinkin for almost 30 years. She said the event’s
organizers decided they wanted to
commemorate him together.
Courtesy SECOND CITY
Sheldon Patinkin was a Columbia professor and a former chair in the college’s Theatre Department for 29 years.

xx SEE PATINKIN, PG.10

Courtesy CREATIVE SERVICES
Nana Shineflug was a long-time professor in both the Interdisciplinary Art and Theatre departments.

Beloved professor, alumna dies at 79

CARISSA DEGEN

Senior Campus Reporter
NANA SHINEFLUG, A professor in the
Theatre and Interdisciplinary Arts
departments, died Jan. 15 after battling cancer for four years.
In addition to teaching at Columbia, Shineflug founded, directed
and choreographed for the Chicago
Moving Company, an award-winning modern dance company, for
42 years. She earned a bachelor’s
degree in mathematics from Northwestern University and a master’s
degree in interdisciplinary arts at
Columbia College in 1986.
Jeff Abell, director of the MA
program and a colleague of Shineflug, said the two had been friends
and worked together for more than
30 years.
“Nana really taught out of her
own convictions,” Abell said. “She
had very strong feelings and had de-

veloped her own approach to what
movement was, and students all
seemed to really gain tremendously
[from] her approach to teaching.”
Shineflug won several prestigious awards during her years of
teaching and performing, including the Katherine Dunham Award
for Excellence and Dedication to
the Arts and the college’s Distinguished Alumni Award, which she
was especially proud of, according
to Abell.
“She was a very committed person who brought a lot of passion
to what she did, and she expected
that of her students and co-workers,” Abell said. “That’s something
students admired about her and
really appreciated from her classes.
She held them accountable and, as
a result, they achieved things they
didn’t think they could achieve.”
cdegen@chroniclemail.com
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College finds ‘Niche’ with diversity ranking

CARISSA DEGEN

Senior Campus Reporter

IN EARLY JANUARY, Niche, a website

that provides reviews and expert
insight about schools and other
organizations, released a ranking of
colleges based on their excellence
in campus-wide diversity, and
Columbia ranked fourth among 36
Illinois colleges.
Several factors were taken
into consideration to calculate
Niche’s rankings, including diversity of viewpoints, backgrounds,
religious beliefs and sexual

orientations among students and
faculty, according to its website.
According to a Fall 2013 report
from the college, 82 percent of fulltime faculty and 85 percent of parttime faculty classify themselves as
white, non-Hispanic. The remaining
18 percent are of different ethnicities
and cultures, according to the report.
While Niche’s ranking was
high and did not shock administrative leaders at the college, the
college-released faculty diversity
statistics report suggests diversity
among faculty on campus still might
be lacking.

Stan Wearden, senior vice president and provost, said the ranking
does not surprise him, but faculty
diversity still needs improvement.
The report states Columbia’s student body is more diverse than its
faculty, with 56 percent identifying
as white, non-Hispanic, leaving 44
percent minorities.
As the Strategic Plan pushes
forward through the Spring 2015
semester, a closer focus on faculty diversity is due to the disproportionate statistics between
the college’s faculty and students,
Wearden said.

Ranked
#4
out of 36 illinois colleges
International Students (%)
Out-of-State Students (%)
Student Diversity Most Represented Ethnicity
Student Gender Ratio (M-F)
Student Surveys on Diversity

61%
0.9 : 1
4.2
out of 5
180 respondents

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue

Music Department Events

Wednesday January 28
Music Student Convocation

12:00 pm

Thursday January 29
Music Student Convocation

12:00 pm

Friday January 30
Vocal Forum*

12:00 pm

* Events marked with an asterisk do not give Recital Attendance Credit
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Source: Niche

Faculty Gender Ratio (M-F)

83%
1.2 : 1
1%
46%
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Faculty Diversity Most Represented Ethnicity

regarding diversity

“I would really like us to have a faculty that reflects the diversity of our
student body and the diversity of the
city of Chicago,” Wearden said.
Having a faculty less diverse than
the student body could decrease
retention rates, so the Strategic
Planning Board is creating a plan
to ensure students have a diverse
range of faculty members to relate
to, Wearden said.
“We understand the importance
of recruiting faculty,” Wearden said.
“We’ve lacked a real plan to make
sure we put a strong emphasis on
that and that in every faculty search
committee, we [have] somebody
in charge of making sure we get a
diverse pool of candidates.”
Mark Kelly, vice president of
Student Success, said the college is
always seeking to increase diversity,
and it is a primary goal to create a
curriculum focused on incorporating diversity at the college.
“We’re going through a strategic
planning process and two themes
have emerged,” Kelly said. “One that
the college has to be more attentive
to issues of faculty hiring and two
[being] that diversity is something
that’s truly part of Columbia. There
are still issues with parts of the curriculum where diversity is not part
of the vocabulary and perspective of
the class.”
Kelly said a key principle to student success is to expand diversity,
starting at orientation and continuing throughout the rest of students’
time at the college.

“Our responsibility is to develop
citizens of the world who see the
world with all of its complexities
and challenges, and diversity is central to that,” Kelly said.
Kimberly Weatherly, director of
Multicultural Affairs, said diversity
is important to Columbia, and the
college must adhere to its mission
statement of being “an urban institution whose students reflect the economic, racial, cultural and education
diversity of contemporary America.”
“When I think of Columbia, I
think we try to adhere to our mission to be inclusive and we don’t
get it right all the time,” Weatherly
said. “But we do a spectacular job,
and I think we’re ranked high [on the
Niche list] because our students are
very happy here.”
However, Weatherly said the college’s reputation speaks for itself
and Columbia is already well-known
for its strength in diversity. She said
the college earned its high ranking
by practicing what it promotes.
“[Diversity] is important in a lot
of different ways,” Wearden said.
“One of the most important things
to learn in college is the experience
of people who are not the same as
you, to learn about and become sensitive to the multicultural city and
world we live in. We can certainly
build a curriculum that teaches that,
but a big component of being able to
do that effectively is to make sure
our faculty itself is diverse, too.”
cdegen@chroniclemail.com
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JACOB WITTICH
Campus Editor
THE COLLEGE EXPERIENCED a stream

of employment changes at the administrative level while students
and staff were away from campus
during winter break.
Susan Marcus, associate vice
president of Academic Affairs, left
the college Jan. 23, preceding the
impending Jan. 30 departure of
Robert Koverman, the former associate vice president of Security.
Ronald Sodini assumed Koverman’s position Jan. 12, joining new
hires Cynthia Grunden, assistant
vice president of Student Financial Services, and Cindy Gonya, associate vice president of the newly
created Office of Budget, Planning
and Analysis.
Marcus, who has been at the
college for more than five years,
accepted the position of Dean of Instruction at Truman College.
“While I’m excited about my new
position, there is so much wonderful work happening here at Columbia and so many important connections that I made and wonderful
colleagues, so it is [a] mixed [reaction] for me,” Marcus said. “I’m
both excited about my new position
and sad about leaving Columbia at
the same time.”

Marcus’ departure follows Provost and Senior Vice President Stan
Wearden’s Nov. 24, 2014, announcement about restructuring the Office
of Academic Affairs, which included
eliminating Marcus’ position.
“I think that change has to happen,” Marcus said. “When a new
administration comes in, there are
structures and systems that they
bring from their experiences [and]
Columbia has for a while needed
some restructuring.”
Sodini, who has more than 28
years of service with the Chicago Police Department, acted as
the commander of the Near West
Side’s 12th District, which includes the campuses of the University of Illinois at Chicago and
Malcolm X College.
Sodini said he wants to establish
and maintain open communication
with the college community and
seek input on campus safety and
security issues it deems important.
“In order for a public safety or
campus safety organization to
be effective, it has to have strong
relationships with those that it
serves,” Sodini said. “We are part
of the community and so we need
to listen and solicit the input of
those we serve.”
Grunden, the new assistant vice
president of Student Financial
Services, will assume her duties

Feb. 2. She works in a similar position as the associate vice chancellor in the City Colleges of Chicago’s office of Student Financial
Services. She has 15 years of experience working with higher education student financial services.
Grunden said her vision is to
restructure the Office of Student
Financial Services to make it more
student-centered.
“I want to make sure we’re considering the needs of the students
in all of our different policies and
business practices, so anything we
can make more student-friendly
we should do so,” Grunden said.
“[I also want to] support other Columbia initiatives to help students
prepare for employment and make
sure they are properly supported
while they’re working toward their
college education.”
Gonya also starts Feb. 2. She has
worked as a leader in higher education in the areas of budget, finance
and administration for 18 years, and
is now leaving her position as associate dean of Administration and Finance at UIC to join Columbia.
Under her new role, Gonya will
be working closely with Michelle
Gates, vice president of Business
Affairs and CFO, to redesign the
way the college looks at its budgeting process. The office was
created to move Columbia toward

Colin King THE CHRONICLE

College experiences
administrative shake-up

a more comprehensive budgeting
process driven by analysis and
data, giving it stronger control
and oversight of its financial resources, Gates said.
According to Gates, there is a lot
of duplication of services throughout the college, and Gonya’s work
will include reconsolidating those
services, creating a cost savings
and making them better for stu-

dents, faculty and other members
of the college.
“[Gonya] is just an outstanding
candidate, and I think will be a very
strong leader in what is a new way
of approaching the budget planning
analysis and building a very strong
physical oversight function for us
here,” Gates said.
jwittich@chroniclemail.com

Department merger spawns search for new chair
JACOB WITTICH
Campus Editor

nouncement of the merger of the
Advertising and Public Relations
programs and the Journalism Department, an interdisciplinary
committee has selected a name for
the new department.
The college announced Dec. 19
that the merger will be called the
Communication and Media Innovation Department. A committee,
co-chaired by Sharon Bloyd-Peshkin, an associate professor in the
Journalism Department, and Anne
Marie Mitchell, an associate professor in the Advertising and Public
Relations Department, will lead a
search committee for a new chair. A
description of the position was developed in December 2014 and posted in early January for applicants,
according to Bloyd-Peshkin.
“We really want someone who
has thought a lot about and worked
a lot in the area of media, digital
media and new media that also has
the grounding in at least one of our
program areas,” Mitchell said. “We
are looking for a great leader who
can motivate and unite people.”
The job description for the position was posted on the college’s
Human Resources website and
throughout various professional
journals and online platforms. It
states the college seeks somebody
6 • January 26, 2015
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NEARLY A YEAR after the college’s an-

who is innovative, entrepreneurial, student-centered and able to
collaborate with faculty, chairs and
college administrators.
The chair search committee, comprised of full-time and part-time
faculty from the new department
and chairs of other departments,
will continue accepting applications
through January and will begin reviewing them in February, according to Mitchell. They plan to have a
new chair selected to start in August
for the Fall 2015 semester.
Students in the merged departments will retain their original major,
but the name change is meant to en-

courage the creation of new curriculum within their programs, according
to Robin Bargar, dean of the School of
Media Arts.
Bargar said although advertising,
public relations and journalism require different skillsets, integrating
the programs into one department
will encourage collaboration because
of the focus on communication.
“The journalism mission is
sometimes very different from the
advertising and public relations
mission, but the way they communicate—especially with different
channels—is very much the same,”
Bargar said.

Julie Harris, internship coordinator of the Advertising and Public Relations programs, said she
is proud of the department’s new
name because it suggests that the
programs offer something dynamic.
“This new name doesn’t represent what we were, but it represents
what we are moving toward,” Harris said. “It opens the door for a
grand scale of collaborations across
advertising, public relations, journalism and [other departments].”
Connor Hudson, a senior advertising major, said he has mixed
feelings about the department’s
new name. Hudson said he liked

the word “innovation” because it
accurately represents what students are doing at Columbia, but
he said he is not fond of labeling
the department “communication.”
“The term ‘communication’
cheapens what we do,” Hudson
said. “If I say ‘communications,’
people think [I’m] talking as a telemarketer on the phone and I hate
that. When it comes to journalism,
advertising and public relations,
it’s very specific things that we do
and they’re very important, so they
need to be called out that way.”
jwittich@chroniclemail.com
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Photo grad students find shorter path to success
CARISSA DEGEN
Senior Campus Reporter
COLUMBIA’S CAMPUS WILL see chang-

es during the next academic year,
particularly the MFA photography
program, which will experience a
major restructuring.
Beginning in the Fall 2015 semester, the program will be condensed from three years to two.
Despite cutting two semesters
from the program, students will
still be expected to complete 60
credit hours within the four allotted semesters, according to
Judy Natal, coordinator of the
MFA
graduate
photography
program and professor in the
Photography Department.
“[The graduate faculty] is hoping that the program is going to be
a more concentrated experience,”
Natal said. “We feel not only that
it will be the same, but better, and
this is why we’ve gone to all the
trouble [of changing the program].
We’re updating our curriculum, revitalizing and contemporizing it.”
Natal said the program continues to focus on the artistic practice
and mastery of a student’s talent.
The overall learning outcomes will
not change while new courses are
being created, though, she said.
“The simplest way to put it is
we’re keeping the best of the backbone of our graduate program and
what makes it internationally renowned,” Natal said.

Nohemi Rosales THE CHRONICLE
Graduate students in the Photography Department will soon be able to complete their master’s degree in a two-year time span instead of the previous three-year program.

The graduate photography program will incorporate more interdisciplinary and collaborative
activity, a common trend within
several of the college’s other academic programs, Natal said.
Similarly, shortening the length
of the program and condensing
classes will help the program address the increased competition
in the MFA photography industry,
Natal said.
Although the program has not
seen a recent decline in enrollment, Natal said making the program line up with a more compet-

itive MFA program market is a
preventative measure against future enrollment decreases.
“What we’re finding is some of
our top-ranked students who’ve
applied to Columbia weren’t coming because they were choosing
two-year programs [instead],” Natal said. “Even though financially
it’s the same commitment of credit
hours, it’s a full year of a graduate
student’s life and also the expense
of living in Chicago.”
Ross Sawyers, associate chair
of the Photography Department,
said that while there are benefits

and drawbacks to any big change,
the change would hopefully attract a different type of student
who is ready to keep up with an
accelerated program.
“I wouldn’t say it’s a concern or a
negative that things are being condensed, but it will move faster and
students will move through quicker, [providing] opportunities for
incoming students,” Sawyers said.
Sawyers also said he does not
think the changes are drastic, describing them as slight restructuring and moving around many
smaller pieces of the existing

program [that] will lead to more
contemporary practices both
within the department and at
the college.
Jason Lazarus, a 2003 alumnus
of the graduate program, said he
thinks shortening the three-year
program by a year will make the
program more appealing incoming
graduate students.
“The three-year program was
good for me because I needed that
extra year to develop,” Lazarus
said. “But I don’t think that’s often
the case. They’re making an adjustment they should have made a
few years ago.”
Similarly, Jason Reblando, a
2010 alumnus of the graduate program, said there are many advantages to being enrolled in a shorter
program, especially when it comes
to tuition costs.
“I’m sure if it was a two-year
program [in 2010], we would have
done what needed to get done,”
Reblando said in an emailed statement. “At some point, baby bird has
to get kicked out of the nest and fly.
I like to think of that third year as
getting kicked out of the nest, but
with a parachute.”
Reblando said the change will
appeal to future applicants.
“We have the best photography
graduate program in the country,”
Natal said. “We want to make sure
it stays the best.”
cdegen@chroniclemail.com
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New associate vice president of Security
brings policing experiences to campus
JACOB WITTICH
Campus Editor
THERE IS A new face at Central Command this semester.
Ronald Sodini, the new associate
vice president of Security, assumed
duties Jan. 12 preceding the Jan. 30
retirement of Robert Koverman, his
predecessor.
Sodini, a Chicago Police Department veteran who served CPD until December 2014, is the former
commander of the Near West Side’s
12th District, an area that encompassed the campuses of the University of Illinois at Chicago, Malcolm
X College and several high schools.
Sodini said crime and fear of crime
were reduced in the area when he
worked in the district.
In addition to his background
in law enforcement, Sodini, also
a lawyer, has experience in the
classroom. He spent several years
teaching as an adjunct at Lewis
and DePaul universities, where he
taught criminal justice and sociology courses.
The Chronicle spoke with Sodini about his first week at the college, his time at CPD and his goals
in his new position.

THE CHRONICLE: What attracted
you to working at Columbia?
RONALD SODINI: What attracted

me was the opportunity to work
in a higher education setting and
meld my experience in public
safety with the need to protect
students, staff and faculty. And
Columbia is such an important institution in Chicago. I heard about
[the job] through word-of-mouth
and the Internet. I was searching
for opportunities in safety and education because of my strong interest in both of those fields.

How have you protected college campuses in your past?
I have previous experience policing in areas that have numerous
colleges and schools. What I would
point to as most relevant is my
time as the commander of the 12th
police district, which is located in
the West Loop. It includes the UIC
campus, so I worked very closely
with then-chief John Richardson
in ensuring the safety of the UIC
campus and community. In addition to UIC, there was Malcolm X
College and a number of grammar
schools and high schools in that
area, so I’ve been involved in keeping students, faculty and staff safe
for a long time.
8 • January 26, 2015
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Ronald Sodini, the new associate vice president of Security, assumed his new role on Jan. 12 and plans to create an office that is more accessible to students and to develop policies that reflect the concerns of those on campus.

What previous experiences have prepared you to work at Columbia?
One is the empathy I have as being a
student. I’ve been a lifelong learner.
I finished my undergraduate degree
while working full time and then I
went on to law school and did that
while working full time. I also went
back to school to a community college—I had an interest in aviation—
and pursued an aviation degree, so
I’ve been a student for a good part of
my life. I’ve also been a faculty member. I’ve had the opportunity to teach
students at Lewis [and also] did a little teaching at DePaul, [which gives]
me a perspective of the teaching side
of things. [I also have experience]
as a law enforcement practitioner,
where I was responsible for making
sure that campuses were safe, that
we were protecting students from
potential threats and all of those
things, so I think all of those together have prepared me to perform here
at Columbia.

What did you find most rewarding
about your time at the CPD?
It was a fabulous opportunity to
serve others. I come from a family
of police officers. My mother was a
police officer, my father was a police officer, my brother is a police
officer, and we’ve always felt it’s an
honorable profession to help others

and protect others. What I found rewarding were the daily interactions
I had with the public in instances
of crisis or need for help and being
able to deliver that help to them.

What are some of the most important
things you did with the CPD?
I was part of developing the police
department’s policy and training
when it comes to preventing biased policing practices. The CPD
has a policy to prohibit racial profiling and bias-based policing,
and I was involved in writing that
policy. I was involved on the team
that helped create training on cultural awareness and awareness on
various diversity issues, and we
developed a number of training
initiatives that actually became
best practices and were modeled
elsewhere across the country and
adopted by other agencies. When I
was a Chicago police officer, I was
able to attend law school and graduate from Loyola [School of Law],
and I think that legal training and
those legal skills helped me in many
ways throughout my career and will
help me here at Columbia as well.

What do you hope to accomplish under your new role?
First and foremost, I want to solicit
and get input from the communi-

ty that we’re serving. I think that a
successful security agency or security department must be open
to understanding the views and
the needs of those it serves, and
so I want to develop partnerships
with student groups, organizations,
leadership and faculty and staff
to make sure we’re delivering the
type of public safety organization
they want. I would like to create an
advisory committee to the public
safety department that will allow
us to hear those voices and actively
engage in dialogue on how we can
better serve their needs and be sensitive to what issues they believe
are of primary concern.

Why do you think this accessibility for
students is important?
In order for a public safety or campus safety organization to be effective, it has to have strong relationships with those that it serves. We
are part of the community, and so
we need to listen and solicit the input of those we serve.

What are your immediate plans under
this new title?
Right now I’m assessing the security department, and my hope is to
create a strategic plan for our future [outlining] what it is we hope
to enhance and improve upon, and

[I want] to develop that document
or that plan in conjunction with the
stakeholders we serve. I don’t want
to write that document myself. I
want that document to [include]
what it is that the students, faculty
and staff think the vision of this organization should be, and I want to
make sure we deliver excellence and
success in protecting our campus.

In addition to a strong focus on campus feedback, what else can be done
to make the college safer?
The other piece of it is that [the]
safety of this campus has to be a responsibility of all of us. We all have
a role to play in keeping this campus
safe, and I’m looking forward to engaging with the campus community
and relying on them as well to be
partners in ensuring that our campus is safe. That could be as simple as taking proactive measures
to not leave property unattended
that would attract someone to our
campus who would want to take advantage of items that could be easily taken. It may mean somebody
recognizing that something seems
suspicious and letting us know that
something doesn’t seem right so we
can check it out, but that’s what I’m
getting at. The role of campus safety is beyond just those, it’s all of us.
jwittich@chroniclemail.com
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Continued from Front Page

The validity of the vote is also
being questioned by IEA and P-Fac
members due to a difference in the
interpretation of the P-Fac contract between P-Fac and IEA-NEA.
The contract states that the “constitution may be amended by a twothirds vote of the membership.”
Stewart said the P-Fac members
who contacted IEA interpreted this
as meaning two-thirds of the entire
membership must have voted for an
amendment to be passed. However,
according to a Jan. 21 press release
from P-Fac, only 286 of the 585 eligible members voted in the election,
meaning it did not meet the count
required to justify an amendment.
“Claiming [less than] two-thirds
of the vote as a victory is unsound
and it’s against Vallera’s constitution,” Stewart said. “Members of
P-Fac who are not happy with how
all this stuff went down don’t consider it a legitimate victory.”

thirds of the entire membership.
Stewart said P-Fac members
have complained that members
who were not in support of the disaffiliation were denied the ability
to communicate with the rest of
the union.
Vallera disagreed, claiming IEA
was able to communicate via their
website, email and by sending messages to members’ home addresses.
If the election results are ruled
invalid, the election will be redone
giving P-Fac members the option
to nominate an alternate group of
members as the steering committee.
Jim Nagle, an adjunct professor
in the English Department, was
the only P-Fac departmental representative to vote against disaffiliation at the Dec. 22 vote. He said
he disagrees with the disaffiliation
because the IEA gives P-Fac essential economic support. Nagle also
said the election process has not
given members a chance to be fully
educated on the topic or to express
their opinions.

Nagle said. “It could mean adding
another vice president or reorganizing the steering committee. But
instead, it turned out on Dec. 22 the
motion was made to disaffiliate.”
Nick Hoeppner, president of the
United Staff of Columbia College,
the college’s staff union, and an
engineer in the Radio Department,
said accusations against the US of
CC regarding staff members taking course assignments from P-Fac
members are false. P-Fac and the
US of CC met with IEA in the latter
half of 2014 to reach an agreement
on course assignments, but Hoeppner said P-Fac rejected it. The last
of the bargaining meetings took
place in December.
“[IEA] sent a proposal to engage
in something that we couldn’t even
engage in, which was negotiations
with them and the staff union,” Vallera said. “We can only negotiate
with the college.”
Hoeppner said there are advantages to the US of CC being affiliated with IEA, which include legal

File Photo
Diana Vallera, president of Columbia’s part-time faculty organization and adjunct professor in the Photography
Department, led the local union’s efforts to disaffiliate from parent union IEA-NEA.

now is that their message is not
giving their members the correct
information,” Hoeppner said. “[The
US of CC’s] message above anything is just that the truth needs to
be out there.”
In P-Fac’s arguments to disaffiliate with IEA, Vallera said it is a
conflict of interest for IEA to represent both P-Fac and the US of CC
to bargain contracts fairly and negotiate class assignments. However,
Cinda Klickna, president of the IEA,
said there is no conflict because legal teams assist the organization in
bargaining contracts, which consequently makes the process objective.
Klickna said it is in P-Fac’s best
interest to stay affiliated with IEA
because of the support it offers the
union. She said she has not been able
to give her input to P-Fac members

[IEA] sent a proposal to engage in something that we
couldn’t even engage in, which was negotiations with
them and the staff union.”
– Diana Vallera
Vallera disputed Stewart’s claim
and said that only two-thirds of
those who voted in an election must
have voted in favor of an amendment for it to pass rather than two-

“Although the steering committee has been talking about it at a lot
of meetings, it’s always been advertised as restructuring the union, and
restructuring could mean anything,”

assistance and contractual bargaining services. He added that he does
not see any disadvantages to P-Fac
being affiliated.
“The issue that we’re taking right

since the union showed interest in
disaffiliating three months ago.
“I’ve never been invited to come
meet with all of their members to
hear their issues, talk with them
about what would make things
work better for them,” Klickna
said. “We have offered to come
in and help, and we’ve basically
been told they’re going to do this
disaffiliation vote.”
According to Vallera, the Jan. 21
vote officially ratified the association’s disaffiliation from IEA-NEA.
P-Fac’s first moves as an independent union will be to hold a representatives assembly followed by a
membership meeting about where
the union will stand in the future.
jwittich@chroniclemail.com
kdavis@chroniclemail.com

Treats for
your family.
Samsung Galaxy Tab® 4
S

Perfect for families looking for that
light and mobile entertainment
device to share with the kids, but
not worry about their security
when you aren't watching over
them. The new Samsung Kids
Mode gives that peace of mind.
The Galaxy Tab 4 is our first
tablet to feature the high-speed
capabilities of Sprint Spark™,
available in select markets and
features with a high-definition
7” display making it a go-to
entertainment device.

Sprint Phone Connect 3

HTC One® (M8) Harman Kardon® edition

Enrich your listening experience with this sound-optimizing
smartphone. Harman/Kardon’s sleek design is paired with
cutting edge Clari-Fi™ technology to restore sound that was
lost in compression. Share high-quality music with your
friends using LiveStage™. Jam out while accessing Sprint
Live, delivering the hottest tunes paired with cutting edge
wallpaper animation.

Sprint Guardian Family Safety Essentials

Keep tabs on your family’s whereabouts and enforce
responsible phone use. Use GPS to find family with Sprint
Family Locator. Restrict phone use during school or late at
night with Sprint Mobile Controls. Reduce distracted driving
and keep them focused with Sprint Drive First. Available on
select Android devices from Sprint.

10

%

selena.armstrong@sprint.com

Connect your current home phone to
the Sprint network and save money.
Keep your current home phone
number. Sprint Phone Connect
features the services you expect
in a landline, plus Bluetooth®
technology that rings your
home phone when a call
comes to your mobile
phone. Don't miss a call
because your mobile phone
is behind the couch cushions.
Thanks to built-in battery
backup, The Sprint Phone Connect
3 stays on up to 36 hours when the
power is out. GPS assists paramedics
and first responders in locating you
during an emergency.

BEER OF THE MONTH
10% STUDENT DISCOUNT

4
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$

PINTS
FABULOSA PORTER

Discount for students
of

Columbia College

Applies to select regularly priced Sprint monthly service.

Use this code for the Sprint Discount Program.
Corporate ID: GMCT3_COL_ZST
Call: 866-639-8354
Visit a local Sprint Store: sprint.com/storelocator

*GMCT3_COL_ZST*

sprint.com/privatestore
Activ. Fee: $36/line. Credit approval req. Early Termination Fee (sprint.com/etf): After 14 days, up to $350/line. SDP Discount: Avail. for eligible company employees or org. members
(ongoing verification). Discount subject to change according to the company’s agreement with Sprint and is avail. upon request for select monthly svc charges. Discount only applies to
Talk 450 and primary line on Talk Share 700; and data service for Sprint Family Share Pack, Sprint $60 Unlimited Plan and Unlimited, My Way plans. Not avail. with no credit check offers or
Mobile Hotspot add-on. Phone Connect: Active line of svc req. Compatible with phone using standard RJ11 wall jack. 911 svcs may not be the same as landline 911. Sprint Family Locator: Not
available for CL accounts. GPS: GPS reliability varies by environment. Use without a plan that includes data is $0.03/KB. Other Terms: Offers and coverage not available everywhere or for
all devices/networks. Sprint Spark (enhanced LTE) is available in limited markets, on devices with enabled tri-band LTE capability. Visit sprint.com/coverage for info. Sprint 4G LTE network
reaches over 250 million people. Sprint 3G network reaches over 281 million people. Restrictions apply. See store or sprint.com for details. © 2014 Sprint. All rights reserved. Sprint, the
N145609
logo and Sprint Spark are trademarks of Sprint. The Bluetooth® word mark and logos are owned by the Bluetooth SIG, Inc. any use
MV1234567
of such marks is under license. Android is a trademark of Google, Inc. Other marks are the property of their respective owners.
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xx BROADWAY

xx PATINKIN

a Musical (Resident NonEquity),”
Porchlight Music Theatre’s “Ain’t
Misbehavin,’” which won “Best Revue (Resident)” and Bailiwick Chicago’s production of “The Wild Party,” which won “Best Choreography
(Resident NonEquity).”
Having graduated last May, Jackson was working on two of the productions while still a student. He
said he struggled to balance professional shows and schoolwork but
gained from the experience.
“The companies that I worked
for were very open and allowed me
to grow as an artist,” Jackson said.
He said it was rewarding that his
hard work paid off and will have
positive effects on his career.
“I think it will make people look
twice at my resume seeing that
these productions were nominated
for something,” Jackson said.
These accolades are also the only
fan-voted theater awards in the
city, according to Paul W. Thompson, regional editor of BroadwayWorld Chicago.
Winning such awards by vote of
the general public is a positive thing
for young actors because so many of
them have been in the same shows
and played the same roles as their
peers, Thompson said.
“How are you going to stand out
at an audition when everybody’s
played Sally Bowles in ‘Cabaret’?”
Thompson said. “If you’re the one
that won a BroadwayWorld Chicago Award for it, you will.”

“He talked a lot about ensemble,
and each of these ensembles he was
an integral part of,” Libera said.
Daniels said it is important to
commemorate Patinkin because
many people he taught and worked
with have successful careers today
and want to honor him.
“The rippling touch of Sheldon—I don’t know when we’ll see
the end of it,” Daniels said.
Libera said they waited until January to host the event so they could
find a large venue to accommodate
all of his students and coworkers
and that would be available when
Columbia was in session so more
students could attend.

Continued from PG. 3

Continued from PG. 3

ginning of the small theater renaissance in Chicago,” Alexander said.
“We now have over 200 theaters in
Chicago, and Sheldon was there at
the very beginning of that.”
Callie Johnson, a 2012 musical
theatre alumna and a former student of Patinkin’s, will perform a
song from “The Tempest” at the
reception, the last professional production Patinkin directed that she
was cast in.
“I loved him and I miss him so
much,” Johnson said. “I can’t think
of a better way to honor him other
than to perform for him. I’m performing for him when I do this.”
Daniels said she hopes Patinkin’s
colleagues and students leave the
event re-inspired and remember to
live in the present.

The rippling touch of Sheldon—I don’t
know when we’ll see the end of it.”
Erica Daniels

Courtesy CHRISTOPHER JACKSON
Spring 2014 alumnus Christopher Jackson was a member of the ensemble and an understudy for three award-winning shows.

Thompson, who makes the final
decision on nominations, said the
awards received a record number
of votes this year—more than 1,000
nomination suggestions.

“When thousands of people are
voting and you come out on top,
that’s not random,” he said.
mbennett@chroniclemail.com

Magdalene Brenner, a senior theatre major who worked with Patinkin on Columbia’s production of
“Into the Woods,” said many of the
show’s cast members plan on attending the event because they were
unable to attend Patinkin’s funeral.
Scott Adsit of “30 Rock” will be
hosting the event, introducing other notable guest speakers such as
Andrew Alexander, Second City’s
CEO and executive producer.
“[Patinkin] was at the very be-

“Sheldon was honorable,” she
said. “He was one of the most honorable men, and I hope people remember what the Chicago community is most about. It really is about
people working in such a noble and
honorable way. It’s about the work,
and Sheldon was always about the
work. I hope people just walk away
remembering all the great things
that he instilled in us.”
mbennett@chroniclemail.com

Next time you drive to campus consider parking at one of the newest
parking garages available to college students and staff.
When parking remember your stall number and enter it into the pay
stations located on the first floor in front of the mosaic wall.
Current rates apply.

801 S. Wabash
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Ice hockey off to rough start, team stays optimistic
NANCY COOPER
Sports & Health Reporter
THE RENEGADES ICE hockey team is

reation league, said Asher Kline,
one of team’s three acting co-captains and a freshman cinema
art + science major.
“I tried to reschedule the games,
but unfortunately we could
not,” Kline said. “We just want
to get everything together play
some hockey.”
Although anyone can play in the
COHL, the entire Renegades team
is composed of Columbia students.
Kline said if the team is short on
players, the league allows non-Renegades players to join the team to
avoid forfeiture.

Alexander Aghayere THE CHRONICLE

experiencing a cold snap during its
first season.
Since its Dec. 14 debut, the team
has lost one game and forfeited
four others for lack of player attendance. Attendance is a problem that
has plagued the team since its first
game, when six out of 12 players
showed up. The team, short-handed because a number of players
were out of town for winter break,
lost 2-13. Every game since has had

insufficient players.
Anthony Wilson, a sophomore
cinema art + science major who
plays both left and right wing for
the Renegades, said the team needs
at least five active players, including a goalie, to avoid forfeiture.
“We have 12 [players] on the
team, but we haven’t all played together,” Wilson said. “Right now the
season is still running and everyone
is at home. We can’t play with just
two players.”
The newly-formed team plays
in the Chicago Outdoor Hockey
League, an 18-and-older adult rec-

“Since the break, the ice hockey
team hasn’t been up to much to be
honest,” Wilson said. “Right now
the season is still running and everyone is at home, and we can’t play
with just two players.”
At an Oct. 21 Renegades interest
meeting, the Renegades first proposed curating an ice hockey team
at Columbia, and the team was up
and running shortly thereafter, as
reported Nov. 24 by The Chronicle.
“It is really great that we got this
team up and running in less than a
month,” Wilson said. “It just goes
to show the dedication we had for
everyone that wanted to come out
and play.”
Although Columbia has been
known to have a struggling athletic program in the past, Wilson said
developing an ice hockey team is a
significant step forward in expanding the offerings of the athletics
program at the college.
“I hope to make this more popular,” Wilson said. “Columbia is
an art school, but [team sports
are] gaining popularity with the
addition of new teams, like hockey. I hope we can move forward by
getting team jerseys and running
[consistent] practices.”
Daniel Olesen, a co-captain of
the team, junior audio arts & acous-

tics major, said the league was
aware that many Renegades players
were away during winter break and
has not penalized the team for the
games it was required to forfeit due
to player absences.
“The league has been pretty lenient with us missing games because we don’t have the manpower
in Chicago to do it,” Olesen said.
“The team’s goals are just keeping
the roster and everyone interested
in playing and finishing out the season strong. I just want to keep Columbia kids playing hockey.”
The COHL has a non-check policy—which is not the type of hockey most Renegades team members
are used to playing—but the league
is still very physical, Olesen said.
A non-check policy emphasizes
the personal skills of each player,
such as stick-handling and speed,
he said.
“I prefer [to be able to] check, but
that’s it,” Kline said. “It is still fun to
play hockey.”
The Renegades ice hockey team
expects to play with a full roster
Feb. 1 at 9 a.m. at the Bobby Hull
Community Ice Rink, 3400 S. 53rd
Ave. for their first game since the
start of the Spring 2015 semester.

nutrients of their natural environment while still giving them an enclosed place to grow.”
Researchers are optimistic about
the development of teixobactin because it speedily kills pathogens
and blocks the bacteria from reproducing, according to the study. In
initial trials on mice, teixobactin
showed no signs of developing a resistance to bacteria.
“What really makes it interesting is that lack of any detect-

able [bacterial] resistance to this
compound,” said Brian Conlon,
co-author of the study and a senior
scientist at Northeastern’s Antimicrobial Discovery Center. “Usually
when we find an antibiotic and you
put it through some rigorous testing, you’ll detect some resistance.
We predict it will take at least 30
years of heavy chemical use for that
resistance to emerge.”

ncooper@chroniclemail.com

ABBY SEITZ

Sports & Health Reporter
SCIENTISTS HAVE SEARCHED for ways

to combat antibiotic-resistant bacteria for nearly 30 years, but it turns
out the answer may have been under their feet the entire time.
Researchers from Northeastern
University in Boston have discovered a new antibiotic called
teixobactin by developing a novel
extraction device called the iChip,
which grows bacteria in soil.
“It was discovered over a hundred years ago that the majority of
cells in nature would not grow in
the lab,” said Slava Epstein, a professor of microbiology at Northeastern. “It’s not clear why they
wouldn’t grow, but the more prac-

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 28

tical question was, ‘Can we [grow
it]?’ If we grow microorganisms in
their natural environment, [it will]
provide the cell with growth factors
that are found in [its] habitat.”
According to the study, published
Jan. 7 in the journal Nature, teixobactin successfully killed strains of
gram-positive bacteria that cause
infections, including strep throat,
anthrax and staph infections.
“There is one limiting factor to
teixobactin, and that is that it only
hits gram-positive organisms,”
Conlon said. “A lot of our resistance
issues today are with the multidrug resistance evolution that we
are seeing in some gram-negative
pathogens. As things stand, teixobactin will not be capable of hitting
the majority of those.”

THURSDAY, JAN. 29

Andrea Cannon THE CHRONICLE

Researchers unearth new
bacteria-resistant antibiotic

According to Mark Mandel, assistant professor of microbiology at
Northwestern University, the use of
the iChip is a breakthrough in itself.
“One thing that is really impressive and that led to the initial
discovery was the focus on using
uncultured bacteria and studying
them starting in their natural habitat,” Mandel said. “This paper presented a new technology that was
really promising by actually letting
[the bacteria] have access to the

FRIDAY, JAN. 30

xx SEE ANTIBIOTIC, PG. 17

SATURDAY, JAN. 31

Chicago Blackhawks
vs. Los Angeles Kings

Chicago Bulls
vs. Los Angeles Lakers

Chicago Wolves
vs. Rockford Ice Hogs

Northwestern Wildcats
vs. Purdue Boilermakers

Time : 9:30 p.m.
Place : Staples Center
Where to watch : NCBS

Time : 9:30 p.m.
Place : Staples Center
Where to watch : TNT

Time : 7 p.m.
Place : BMO Harris Bank Center
Where to watch : The U Too

Time : 5 p.m.
Place : Welsh-Ryan Arena
Where to watch : ESPU
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PIERCE HARGER

Sport: Wrestling

Team/School: Northwestern University

Sports fans: Da Bears and da bees
SOMEBODY HAD TO give da Bears da
talk, and it wasn’t da coach.

Face it, the Bears were beyond
underwhelming this year. Contrary
to what the majority of Bears fans
might be saying, it was not entirely
because of poor coaching, though.
Don’t get me wrong, I am not
praising the 2014–2015 Bears
coaching staff, but since the league
and NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell’s decision on the Ray Rice
controversy earlier in the season,
all I have been hearing is that the
simple solution is to fire the person
at fault.
Generally, I would agree that
people should lose their jobs if they
make huge mistakes, but that is not
how the sports industry works.
Athletics, like any other trade,
require practice and knowledge to
be acquired through experience.
The Bears can not just fire wide
receiver Brandon Marshall if he
drops a game-winning catch. Fans
and sports reporters may talk about
trading him, but the reality is that
people make mistakes, which are
ultimately learning experiences.
It is clear that former head coach
Marc Trestman hasn’t exactly mastered his trade. Although he had to
be let go, the Bears’ 5-11 record this
season cannot entirely be his fault.

It is unfair to blame a single
person for a team’s failure, but Jay
Cutler, the Bears quarterback who
is supposed to be under contract for
the rest of the decade, did not play to
his skill level throughout the season.
He threw 18 interceptions this year,
tying for the second-most he has
thrown in a single season. That is
the most he has thrown in one season since he threw 26 in 2009.
Fans tend to credit wins to several good things that happened in a
game while crediting losses to one
specific in-game event.
The outcome of a game never
comes down to just one play.
In football, the quarterback has
several decisions to make as soon as
the ball is given to him. The defense
also has to react to the offense, referees have to make calls, and both
coaches and weather play a large
role in the outcome of a game, too.
Fans typically have either an average or subpar sports IQ, meaning
they do not understand the game’s
intricacies enough to explain why
a team wins or loses. Sports fans
may not always want to admit it,
but their opinions are not infallible.
They are passionate, sure, but passion does not prove an opinion.
The Bears hired John Fox as the
team’s new head coach, and com-

mentators and fans will compare
him to Trestman. They also found
a new offensive and defensive
coordinator in Adam Gase and Ed
Donatell, respectively.
Gase formerly worked in Denver
with the Broncos, who were regarded as a juggernaut offense when
playing the Seahawks in Super
Bowl XLVIII. He may be able to
improve the Bears’ offense, which
averaged just less than 20 points per
game and ranked 23rd this year in a
league of 32 teams.
After a horrible season full
of low scoring, bad defense and
finger-pointing, the Chicago Bears
might find solace in a new coaching
staff, but only time will tell. Maybe
the Bears need a Fox in order to win.
ahaleem@chroniclemail.com

WEEKLY WORKOUT
BEGINNER INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED

TREE POSE
LOU FOGLIA
Senior Photo Editor
VRKSASANA, MORE COMMONLY referred

to as tree pose, is one of the fundamental positions in beginner’s
yoga. Mastery of tree pose will aid
the body in developing balance and
strengthening the core.
To achieve the tree pose:
1. Stand upright. Bring the feet
together and gently raise the toes.
2. Gradually lift upward through
the feet, chest and head. Keep a focused mind.
3. Steadily lift the sole of the right
foot. Acquire balance and slowly
raise the knee.
4. With the right hand, guide the
bottom of the right foot into the
inner-left thigh. Keep the spine
straight and the stomach forward.
5. Join the palms of the hands
together in front of the chest. Raise
the arms above the head.
6. Maintain easy breathing. Hold
the pose for five breaths.
Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
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Courtesy STEPHEN J. CARRERA/NORTHWESTERN ATHLETICS

MAX GREEN
Sports & Health Editor
PIERCE HARGER, A fifth-year senior

at Northwestern University double
majoring in economics and industrial engineering, has been wrestling since the age of four.
Originally from Cincinnati, Ohio,
Harger was recruited to the Northwestern wrestling team out of high
school and has been a starter for
the past four years. Last year, in
his third season, Harger gained
all-American status from the
NCAA after placing eighth out of
the top 33 collegiate-level wrestlers
in the nation.
The Chronicle spoke with Harger about college-level wrestling,
balancing athletic commitments
with schoolwork and how to handle
competition at the college level.

THE CHRONICLE: How did you get
into wrestling?
PIERCE HARGER: My older broth-

er wrestled, too, and I was always
at the gym because of him. I played
football and baseball as a kid and
did gymnastics as well through
eighth grade.

How has the team performed nationally since you have been involved?
My first two years, we kind of
bounced around twelfth or thirteenth in the country finishing
up with NCAA. I’ve qualified for
NCAA every year so far. As a team,
we’ve been progressing.

Is wrestling more competitive at the
college level?
The competition in high school is
good, but once you get into college
it’s a whole other level. Like any
other sport, everyone is training
at the highest level. Considering
that for wrestling there is only the
Olympics—and some guys will pursue mixed martial arts—and college wrestling in most cases is one
of the pinnacles of most wrestling
careers. We don’t have an NFL or
NBA, so this is the time for guys to
work their hardest to shine and do
their best. I think it’s more compet-

itive, especially being in the Big 10,
which is considered to be the best
conference year in and year out for
college wrestling. You have to be
on your game, have to be up at your
best level every single week, which
is stressful but at the same time
makes it a whole lot more fun.

How do you balance your athletic
commitments with classes?
Most weeks we’ll have practice in
the early- or mid-afternoon every
single day and usually one or two
days a week we have mandatory
strength training at 6:30 a.m. I also
try to get in one or two other individual workouts with a coach to
focus on technique or conditioning. Classes are jammed in between
training, you grab lunch and dinner
afterwards and no matter how tired
you are, you make it to the library
or the computer lab to study and do
homework. Professors don’t really
care if you had a competition over
the weekend, and that’s something
you have to learn pretty quickly.
You’ve got to plan out your time and
focus because you can’t go to bed
at three or four in the morning like
other students can.

What do you love about wrestling?
From an early age you learn a lot
about yourself through wrestling,
as well as pick up extra skills. It’s
not just clubbing people over the
head, but learning how to handle
wins and losses, how to handle
stress and confidence even from
a young age because once you’re
in a wrestling match, you’re pretty much out there on your own.
It’s not like your teammates can
help you. No one is going to throw
you a pass or assist you on a take
down. It is a big thing—you have
to own all of your losses and own
all of your wins. It can be tough
when you lose because no one
else can really grasp what’s going through your head. At the
same time, when you win, it is
something no one else can take
away from you. It’s like you did
it yourself.
mgreen@chroniclemail.com
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Student athletes rep Big Ten

Courtesy PAUL KENNEDY/NORTHWESTERN ATHLETICS
Nandi Mehta (right) plays midfield and defense for Northwestern on Sept. 21 against Indiana University at a game in Evanston, Illinois.

NANCY COOPER
Sports & Health Reporter
THE BIG TEN Conference announced Jan. 13

that Northwestern University student athlete Nandi Mehta will be one of three representatives for the NCAA’s new Division I autonomy governance structure.
Mehta, a Lexington, Massachusetts, native whose sport is soccer, will be joined by
Purdue senior and golfer Ben-Marvin Egel
and former University of Minnesota football
player Chris Hawthorne.
“The governance structure was history in
the making, and to be actively involved in it was
amazing,” Mehta said. “We each come from
different backgrounds, [and] different schools
and our different options were all amazing.”
All three representatives will serve on the
NCAA’s new autonomy governance structure
enacted Aug. 7 to offer a wider range of self-government to members of the Big Ten, Big 12, Pac12, Atlantic Coast and Southern conferences.
Mehta said she can see a lot of changes
coming for student athletes in the coming
years. She said she strives to be a catalyst for
change in the Big 5 Conferences and, ultimately, the entire NCAA.
Mehta is not short on experience. The junior was co-captain of the Wildcats women’s soccer team in 2014, is co-president of
the Northwestern Student-Athlete Advisory
Committee, is a two-time Academic AllBig-Ten honoree and was selected as a Big
Ten Distinguished Scholar, according to the
Northwestern Wildcats website.
“I have been blessed to have a really great
experience at Northwestern and to be a part
of the Big Ten conference as well,” Mehta
said. “I want to be able to represent all the
athletes in the Big Ten Conference, and I
think I can do it.”
Hawthorne said the goals of the autonomy
structure are to provide student athletes with
better opportunities, funding and programs
on their respective campuses.

“I think it is the most important thing we
can and should always be doing,” Hawthorne
said. “If you look at the mission statements
of every conference of NCAA, it says we are
here to serve student athletes and be here for
student athletes.”
The conference represents approximately
9,500 student athletes: to empower them by
strengthening their voices and giving them
a vote within a transparent decision-making
process, according to The Big Ten Conference website. “To be quite frank and blunt,
this has been a long time coming and something that probably should have been done a
long time ago,” Hawthorne said. “It shows the
current atmosphere around college athletics.
You can have all the money you want and all
the resources you want, but if you ultimately aren’t providing the health and safety and
well-being [for] student athletes, then you’re
not doing your job.”
Having a voice and voting within the Big
Ten structure is important because it makes a
difference to participating athletes, Egel said.
“The student athlete is the reason the
NCAA exists,” Egel said. “This is a big step for
student athletes to have a voice. It is an honor
to represent the Big Ten.”
A Big 5 conference was held on Jan. 17 in
the District of Columbia, where a group of
80 voting members from the ACC, Big 12, Big
Ten, Pac-12 and SEC formally met. Student
athletes and representatives were allowed to
ask questions and speak openly.
Mehta, Hawthorne and Egel all attended
the conference, and Mehta brought up a proposal that she said needed the most attention.
“I feel strongly about the proposal prohibiting non-renewal scholarships or diminishing scholarships from year to year,” Mehta
said. “During the discussion forum, I got up
and advocated for that proposal to be passed
so that student athletes would be guaranteed
multi-year, non-diminishing scholarships.”
ncooper@chroniclemail.com

YOU MAY
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website for a video tutorial.
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on free tax help visit economicprogress.org and
click on the ‘Clients’ tab.
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Nandi Mehta was one of three student athlete representatives selected to attend the NCAA Big Ten Conference Jan. 17.
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iPhone separation anxiety found in college students
ABBY SEITZ
Sports & Health Reporter
BEING SEPAR ATED FROM a ringing

iPhone can lead to symptoms of
physiological anxiety , as well as
decreased cognitive performance,
according to a study published
Jan. 7 in the Journal of ComputerMediated Communication.
Researchers at the University of
Missouri conducted the study on 40
students ages 18—24. Scientists told
participants they were testing a new
wireless blood pressure monitor.
While hooked up to the monitors,
subjects completed word search
puzzles as a control. Researchers
then told the students that their
iPhone Bluetooth technology was
causing interference with the monitors and moved the smartphones
out of their reach. Researchers
called the phones while the students
completed a similar word search.
“When they had their phone,
their performance on their task
was fine and their blood pressure
and heart rate was at what their
baseline was,” said Glenn Leshner,
a University of Missouri journalism professor and co-author of the
study. “When they were separated
from their phone and it rang, their
heart rate increased, their blood
pressure increased and their performance on the task went down.”
According to Leshner, this study
was the first to establish scientific
proof of the physiological effects of
being separated from a ringing phone.

“There’s been some research on
iPhone separation [and the] emotional and physical attachments
that people have, and it’s been associated with greater feelings of anxiety when users are distanced from
their phones,” Leshner said. “All of
that research was self-reported, and we showed
actual physical responses to
that separation.”
Leshner said he was surprised at the consistency
of the results, as there were
vivid physiological and cognitive effects amongst a vast
majority of participants.
“ We also had some
self-reports of anxiety and
feelings of negativity and
also this idea of the phone
becoming a part of them,
and all of that was in the
direction of iPhone separation anxiety,” Leshner said.
“These effect sizes were not
only consistent and robust,
but they were fairly large.”
Researchers believe the
results of the study demonstrate more than an attachment to mobile devices.
Some theories presented in
the study include a fear of
not having a mobile phone,
called “nomophobia,” as
well as the Extended Self
Theory. The theory states
that one’s possessions can
unconsciously become
an extension of one’s self

230 S. Wabash, Chicago, IL 60604
312-427-5580•800-421-1899

because one can control a phone
like one controls a limb, according
to the study.
“When you take away part of that
and you remind them of it—which is
what the ringing does— it’s a threat
to self and to their identity,” Leshner

said. “One of the issues is whether
the ringing caused distraction and
that caused the decrease in cognitive performance, but we don’t
really think that’s a full explanation
because that doesn’t explain the
physiological responses that they
had when they were separated [from the phones].”
Researchers speculate that
students could experience
similar cognitive deficits in
school environments.
“I would suggest people turn
their phones off when engaging in something cognitively
demanding,” Leshner said.
The symptoms of physiological anxiety and decreased
cognitive performance students experienced could
also be attributed to iPhones
being unconsciously used as
a means of staying connected
socially rather than a technological device, according to
Pamela Rutledge, the director of the Media Psychology
Research Center.
“An iPhone is a portal to
their social life,” Rutledge
said. “It isn’t really about the
phone per se; it’s about what
it represents, which is the
connection to friends [and]
family. [The study pointed
out that] people being cut
off from their social environments is anxiety-provoking, but we’ve known
Cassidy Johnson THE CHRONICLE
that all along. That’s why the

Catholic Church excommunicates
people. It’s why we give small children timeouts—because being connected socially is one of the primary
drivers for a human being, both psychologically and physiologically.”
Rutledge stressed that the study’s
findings do not demonstrate an
attachment to devices as much as a
lack of understanding of technology’s role in our lives.
“[The researchers are] just measuring technology and interpreting
it as these people can’t stand to be
without their technology,” Rutledge
said. “We need to make people aware
of the role that technology plays and
where that works for us and where
that works against us so people can
make choices about how they want
to use technology.”
Junior radio major Shane Riordan
said that while he does not consider
himself attached to his phone, he
experiences anxiety when missing
a call in certain cirumstances.
“If I’m in a conversation with
someone, whether it be text or
expecting a phone call, and I put the
phone down and I go somewhere
else and I hear it go off, then I’m
not anxious because I know this is
the proper response time,” Riordan
said. “If I’m not in a conversation
with somebody or multiple beeps go
off in a row, I’ll feel anxious because
I know there’s something that I’m
not expecting. [Your phone is] how
you find out what’s going on.”
aseitz@chroniclemail.com
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Cooking robot may offer artificial culinary intelligence
MAX GREEN

Sports & Health Editor
ONE OF THE greatest questions in de-

Andrea Cannon THE CHRONICLE
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veloping of artificial intelligence is
how to provide robots with a software template that enables them to
recognize objects and learn actions
by watching humans.
Researchers from the University
of Maryland Institute for Advanced
Computer Studies and the National Information Communications
Technology Research Centre of
Excellence in Australia have developed a software system that allows
robots to learn actions and make inferences by watching cooking videos
from YouTube.
“It’s very difficult [to teach robots] actions where something is
manipulated because there’s a lot
of variation in the way the action
happens,” said co-author Cornelia Fermüller, a research scientist
at the University of Maryland’s
Institute for Advanced Computer
Studies. “If I do it or someone else
does it, we do it very differently.
We could use different tools so
you have to find a way of capturing
this variation. ”
The intelligent system that enabled the robot to glean information
from the videos includes two artificial neural networks that mimic the

human eye’s processing resulting
in object recognition, according to
the study. The networks enabled
the robot to recognize objects it
viewed in the videos and determine
the type of grasp required to manipulate objects such as knives and tomatoes when chopping, dicing and
preparing food.
“In addition to [accounting for
variation] there is the difficulty
involved in capturing it visually,”
Fermüller said. “We’ve looked at
the goal of the task and then decomposed it on the basis of that.”
Fermüller said the group classified the two types of grasping the
robot performed as “power” versus
“precision.” Broadly, power grasping is used when an object needs
to be held firmly in order to apply
force—like when holding a knife
to make a cut. Holding a tomato in
place to stabilize it is considered
precision grasping—a more finegrain action that calls for accuracy,
according to the paper.
When observing human activity
in real life, robotic systems are able
to perceive the movements and
objects they are designed to recognize in three dimensions over time,
Fermüller said. However, when the
movement and objects are viewed
in a video, that information is not as
immediately understood.

“The way we think of videos is as
a three-dimensional entity in the
sense that there are two dimensions of space and one dimension
of time,” said Jason Corso, an associate professor of electrical engineering and computer science
at the University of Michigan. “It’s
not as 3D as the world we live in,
but one can use a video … which is a
spacetime signal, and from it correspond feature points that could be
used to reconstruct the 3D environment that is being seen or imaged in
that video.”
According to the paper, the development of deep neural networks
that are able to efficiently capture
raw data from video and enable robots to perceive actions and objects
have revolutionized how visual recognition in artificially intelligent
systems function. The algorithms
programmed into the University of
Maryland’s cooking robot are one
example of this neural functioning.
“So what was used here was really the hand description and object tool description, and then the
action was inferred out of that,”
Fermüller said.
Previous research on robotic manipulation and action recognition
has been conducted using hand
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If the antibiotic is developed
into a clinical drug, it could help
combat the antibiotic-resistance
crisis. According to a 2013 threat
report by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, at least
23,000 Americans die annually of
infections that have developed a
resistance to antibiotics. The Review on Antimicrobial Resistance,
led by economist Jim O’Neill, found
that by 2050, as many as 10 million
people could die per year of previously curable infections if bacteria
continue to evolve at the current

Before FDA approval, teixobactin
will have to endure rigorous testing
and trials. According to Epstein,
it could take 5–10 years before the
drug is available.
“There are many steps and many
barriers that this molecule will
have to overcome on its way to the
shelves,” Epstein said. “It’s not
that those barriers exist only for
teixobactin—anything will have to
show its performance at different
levels before becoming a drug. If it
is successful at all of those steps,
then yes, in that many years, it may
end up being used. It’s an optimistic
view—not unrealistic, but optimistic at the same time.”

There are many barriers that this
molecule will have to overcome.”

xx ROBOT

Continued from PG. 16

trackers and motion capture gloves
to overcome the inherent limitations of trying to design artificial
intelligence that can learn by example, she said.
“Part of the problem is that robot hands today are so behind what
biological manipulation is capable
of,” said Ken Forbus, a professor of
computer science and education
at Northwestern University. “We
have more dynamic range in terms
of our touch sensing. It’s very, very
difficult to calibrate, as there’s all
sorts of problems that might be real
problems and any system is going to
have to solve them.”

Forbus said some of the difficulty that presents itself in robotic
design arises from the fact that the
tools robots are outfitted with are
far behind the ones humans are
born with—both physically and in
terms of sense perception.
“There is tons of tacit knowledge in human understanding—
tons,” Forbus said. “Not just in
manipulation, [but] in conceptual
knowledge.”
According to Forbus, artificial
intelligence researchers have three
ways to incorporate this type of
conceptual thinking into intelligent systems. The first option is to
try to design robots that can think
and analyze in a manner superior
to humans, and the second is ar-

ticulating the tacit knowledge that
humans possess by trying to boil it
down into a programmable set of
rules. The third way is to attempt
to model the AI on the type of analogical thinking humans use as
they discern information and make
generalizations that help provide
a framework for how to act during
future experiences.
“That’s a model that’s daunting
in the sense that it requires lots and
lots of [programmed] experience,”
Forbus said. “But it’s promising in
that if we can make analogical generalization work in scale … it’s going to be a very human-like way of
doing it.”
mgreen@chroniclemail.com

— Slava Epstein
rate. Researchers are hopeful that
the pharmaceutical development
of teixobactin could fight infections
that have built up a resistance to
current antibiotic treatments, such
as tuberculosis.
“Resistance has been evolving
and strains have been detected—
[there are people who] are resistant
to all of the conventional antibiotics used to treat tuberculosis,” Epstein said. “That’s huge, especially
when you consider tuberculosis
kills three million people a year. If it
continues to evolve at this rate, we
will need new drugs to fight TB.”

Epstein said the method of teixobactin’s discovery could pave the
way for similar breakthroughs.
“While there is every reason to be
optimistic, realistically speaking,
we don’t have a drug,” Epstein said.
“There is, though, every reason to
be optimistic about the future. The
mere fact is we have a pipeline of
microbial diversity that, together with novel compounds, makes
me hopeful that eventually we will
get a new antibiotic and perhaps
other pharmaceuticals.”
aseitz@chroniclemail.com

Courtesy YI ZHANG AND YEZHOU YANG
Researchers at the University of Maryland have programmed a robot with deep learning software that enables it to recognize actions and objects from cooking videos.

NOW LEASING

Check Out Infinite Chicago
Before You Renew On-Campus!

RATES STARTING ThisBringAdInFor
A Free Gift!
AT

$799

$500 Rent Credit Referral Bonus!
Lowest Rate Guarantee Until Jan. 31st!

Studios - 4 Bedrooms

Plus Cable & Internet

58

Bring This Ad
In For A
Free Gift!

312.724.6767

28 E. Jackson Blvd.

37 W Van Buren

January 26, 2015 • 17

The Columbia Chronicle
18 • January 26, 2015

NOVICE

SOUS CHEF

GURU

Pizza Mac ‘n’ Cheese
INGREDIENTS
2 cups elbow macaroni

3 ounces shredded mozzarella

2 cups half-and-half

1 tablespoon Parmesan cheese,

3/4 teaspoon dried oregano

to taste

1 teaspoon crushed red pepper

1/2 cup marinara sauce

1/4 cup cream cheese

1/2 cup sun-dried tomatoes

8 ounces sharp shredded

3 ounces pepperoni slices

cheddar cheese

1 cup water

INSTRUCTIONS
1.
2.
3.

Preheat oven to 425 F.
Boil macaroni until al dente, strain when done.
In a saucepan, combine half-and-half, oregano and crushed red
pepper and let simmer for 15 minutes, stirring frequently.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Add cream cheese to the mixture and stir until smooth.
Mix in cheddar and mozzarella cheese until sauce is smooth.
Add macaroni and cup of water to saucepan.
Stir in marinara sauce, sun-dried tomatoes and pepperoni.
Mix thoroughly and pour into a 13-by-9-inch casserole dish.
Evenly sprinkle Parmesan over the macaroni for added flavor.
Cook in oven for 10 minutes to lightly brown the macaroni.
Carefully remove dish from the oven, let cool for 10 minutes.
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KYRA SENESE
Managing Editor
AFTER A LONG day of work, I often

find myself struggling between a
hankering for pizza and a yearning
for mac ’n’ cheese. But why choose
just one? Start making this carbfilled delight by preheating the oven
to 425 F.
Next, bring a large pot of water
to a boil and add in elbow macaroni so it can cook as you prepare the
cheeses and spices. Cook the pasta until it is al dente because it will
be baked later on, making it softer.
Next, grab a sauce pan and combine 2 cups of half-and-half, 3/4 of
a teaspoon of dried oregano and 1
teaspoon of crushed red pepper. Let

this mixture simmer on low heat for
about 15 minutes.
Then, add 1/4 of a cup of cream
cheese to the mixture, stir until
there are no chunks and the mixture has a smooth, creamy texture.
As you tend to your cheeses, be sure
to keep stirring the pasta frequently to prevent it from sticking to the
inside of the pot. When it is ready,
strain your macaroni and set it
aside to cool.
Add in 8 ounces of sharp shredded cheddar cheese and 3 ounces
of shredded mozzarella cheese to
the saucepan and mix so the combination remains smooth. After
all of the cheese is mixed in, add
the macaroni and the cup of water,
stirring while you pour so the mac-

aroni-cheese ratio is even. Mix the
pasta and water into the cheese as
evenly as possible so that no excess
water remains. Don’t worry if it is
too liquidy, as the macaroni will
soak up the water when baking in
the oven.
Once the mixture looks evenly stirred, pour it into a casserole
dish and sprinkle Parmesan cheese
evenly over the top. Place the dish
in the oven and let bake for 10 minutes to lightly brown the macaroni.
Next, check that the macaroni looks
baked to your liking and remove
from the oven, letting it cool for 10
minutes. Finally, serve your pizza
mac ’n’ cheese goodness and enjoy!
ksenese@chroniclemail.com
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‘The DUFF’ cast talks film, teen bullying
KATHERINE DAVIS
Associate Editor
HIGH SCHOOL CAN be an awkward

Courtesy GUY D’ALEMA
Mae Whitman plays the lead role in “The DUFF,” set to premiere Feb. 20, as a high school senior who battles
high school stereotypes and labels.

time leading some moviegoers to
take solace in films that depict the
reality of being young and feeling
pressured to stand out.
In “The DUFF,” an upcoming
comedy, director Ari Sandel addresses teen bullying by emphasizing the repercussions of cruel adolescent terminology and its effects
on high school social hierarchies.
The film, set to premiere Feb. 20,
follows a high school senior as she
struggles with her identity after
being labeled a “DUFF,” an acronym meaning a “designated ugly
fat friend.” From dealing with catty
best friends to yearning for the attention of the hottest guys in school,
Bianca, played by Mae Whitman,
(“The Perks of Being a Wallflower,”
“Avatar: The Last Airbender”) finds
herself lost in a high school nightmare dictated by labels.
Robbie Amell, (“The Tomorrow
People”) plays Wesley, Bianca’s
childhood best friend who betrays
her by describing her as a DUFF
to her other best friends, who are
considered hotter and more popular than she is. While Wesley and
Bianca’s friendship strengthens
throughout the film, Wesley’s girlfriend, Madison, played by Bella
Thorne, (“Shake It Up!” “Blended”)

ROBBIE
AMELL

MAE
WHITMAN

Courtesy GUY D’ALEMA

becomes jealous and acts as Bianca’s antagonist.
Although Bianca’s character faces her share of painful moments,
she eventually finds happiness in
just being herself—a common message in coming-of-age films.
The Chronicle spoke with Whitman, Amell and Thorne about their
character inspiration, favorite
scenes and their own high school
bullying experiences.

THE CHRONICLE: How did each of
you mentally prepare for your roles in
the film?
MAE WHITMAN: I had to remem-

ber high school and how painful it
was. I was bullied in school. I just
went back to that unpleasant memory of how tough high school can be
and conveyed that.

ROBBIE AMELL: The main prepa-

ration for me was hanging out with
Mae and the rest of the cast and
getting close to them so that people
would buy that we were friends.

Did any of you experience this
kind of labeling when you were in
high school?
MW: I definitely was bullied and

called weird names. That’s a big
reason why I was drawn to doing
this movie—to communicate that
a lot of people go through this and
that I certainly had. I wanted to
use my experience to make people
feel less alone. It gets better after
high school.

RA: I grew up in Toronto, where ev-

erybody is polite and apologizes for
everything. I had a very tame high
school experience, but I always
stood up for anybody that was getting bullied ‘cause it’s such a silly
and stupid thing to do.

What about the plot of this movie
interested you?
MW: I like the idea of breaking down

the need for people to compare,

xx SEE DUFF, PG. 30

The Vaselines heal Chicago
BAXTER BARROWCLIFF
Arts & Culture Editor
WHEN IS ENOUGH actually enough?

Bands like The Rolling Stones have
been playing for more than 50 years
and U2 has been at it since 1976,
yet both bands are still touring
and releasing new music. The last
few years have produced several
reunions, mainly with the ongoing
boon of the festival circuit in America. Scottish indie rock band The
Vaselines, who played Jan. 21 at
the Empty Bottle, 1035 N. Western

Ave., is one band that has orchestrated a successful reunion. Some
bands reunite only to fail—this is
not the case for The Vaselines.
Back in 2008, founding members, the group started as a duo,
Eugene Kelly (vocals/guitar) and
Frances McKee (vocals/guitar)
reunited for the third time since
the band’s 1989 split and have
lasted longer than their original
run, producing more music within
that time frame.
The Vaselines took to the small
stage, perfectly fitting the Empty

Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
Frances McKee singing at the Empty Bottle, 1035 N. Western Ave., while touring with her band, The Vaselines.

Bottle’s dive bar motif, adding to
its watering hole, exposed brick,
banged up wooden bar and pool table. Although the bar is relatively
small, the band of Scots was able
to pack a couple hundred eager
fans to see the group on one of its
last tour dates for the 2014 album
V For Vaselines.
Energized by an exciting performance from Philadelphia-based
band Amanda X, the audience was
ready to see the indie rock heroes
who inspired the likes of Nirvana
frontman Kurt Cobain.
Kelly and McKee took to the center stage with their backing band
consisting of Michael McGaughrin
(drums), Scott Paterson (guitar)
and Graeme Smillie (bass). The
group led with “The Day I Was a
Horse” from their first full-length
album, 1989’s Dum-Dum, which
showcases the playful back and
forth, duet-style songs between
Kelly and McKee that make The
Vaselines, well, The Vaselines.

Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
Frances McKee and Eugene Kelly started The Vaselines as a duo in 1986 and remain the only original members.

Kelly and McKee continued their
playful banter throughout the show,
with McKee often making jokes at
Kelly’s expense and frequent audience participation. She even asked
the audience if anybody in the
crowd would “shag” Kelly because
it was his birthday the previous

day. At most shows, banter with an
audience is an absolute no-no and
immediate buzzkill, but McKee’s
cutesy “girl next door” persona won
the audience over every time, usually to the point of laughter.

xx SEE VASELINES, PG. 30
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Culinary bookstore spices up Lincoln Park
GINA SCARPINO
Arts & Culture Reporter
READ IT AND Eat, a new culinary

bookstore slated to open in April,
will offer cooking demonstrations
as well as cookbooks at its Lincoln
Park location.
Esther Dairiam, owner of Read
It and Eat, 2142 N. Halsted St., said
she developed the idea to open a culinary bookstore after traveling to
Paris in the fall of 2012.
“I took a trip to a culinary bookstore in Paris called Librairie Gourmande, and basically they sell all
food-themed books, and I thought
that was a really neat idea,” Dairiam
said. “When I came back, I started
to research the idea and think about
how I could potentially do it and put
my own twist on it.”
Madelaine Bullwinkel, resident
chef at Alliance Francaise de Chicago, 810 N. Dearborn St., led Dairiam’s trip to Paris. She also leads
groups of five students on a weeklong culinary tour of Paris twice
a year. The students stay in the
Montmartre neighborhood in Paris
and live as if they are French for the
duration of the trip.
“We go to the market, shop and
prepare a midday meal in my apartment,” Bullwinkel said. “We also go
down to central Paris to cookware
stores and, as it happened, we also
go to [Librairie Gourmande], which
is one of the single largest cookbook
stores in Paris.”

After her trip, Dairiam said
she came back to Chicago and
did some research to see what
it would take to open and run a
culinary bookstore.
“I sat on the idea for a little while
and then did some more research,”
Dairiam said. “Then I talked to a
few people and took a few classes
on bookstore operations, and finally
last year I was able to pull together a
business plan and get started.”
In preparation for opening Read
It and Eat, Dairiam took a weeklong workshop class with Paz & Associates, a small Florida business
consultant with a specialty in book
retail. Donna Paz Kaufman, partner at Paz & Associates, said a lot
of research about running a small
business and learning how to work
in the retail and book industries is
crucial for success.
“Many people who come to our
classes haven’t managed a retail
store before or even owned a small
business,” Kaufman said. “Many
of [our students] are coming from
corporate life, so we help them become generalists and learn what
they need to do to really assess
the opportunity to see whether
it’s a good fit for them personally skill-wise and in terms of what
the job requires. [We also] help
them determine if they have the
adequate capital to open up this
new business.”
Kaufman has continued to assist Dairiam with her business

Courtesy ESTHER DAIRIAM
Read It and Eat, 2142 N. Halsted St., is a new bookstore coming to Lincoln Park with a focus on culinary literature. Owner Esther Dairiam said she hopes to open the store the first week of April.

plan to assess the opportunities
in the space Dairiam’s store provides. Mark, Kaufman’s husband,
even came up with the name for
the bookstore.
When choosing a location, Dairiam said she had a few neighborhoods in mind, but Lincoln Park
met all of her criteria for the bookstore’s location.
“My criteria was [the store location] needed to be in a vibrant
neighborhood,” Dairiam said. “[The
street needed to have] a lot of foot

traffic with interesting and complementary stores surrounding it.”
Bullwinkel said culinary bookstores serve a wide variety of consumers because everyone reads
cookbooks for different reasons.
“Cookbooks themselves have a
much bigger field than you might
imagine because it encompasses
culture, people’s experience, travel, history and when it comes to
all things French, you can’t separate France and the idea of what
it means to be French from food,”

Bullwinkel said. “If you are into
food as an armchair reader or
somebody who is actively cooking,
there’s a book in [Dairiam’s] store
for you.”
Dairiam said Read It and Eat is
more than just a bookstore and she
hopes her customers will see that.
“The bookstore is a destination,”
Dairiam said. “It’s about more than
just buying a book. It’s about socializing and meeting other people.”
gscarpino@chroniclemail.com
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Tape collectors keepin’ it reel
W

alking into a local thrift shop, a casual
shopper may pass an old cassette player and a
stack of tapes and think nothing of it. In 1975,
when boomboxes featuring cassette decks were
introduced to U.S. consumers, the cassette
became the go-to source for portable music
listening until being all but completely phased
out by CDs in the mid-’80s. Although still a
popular medium for alternative music junkies,
it seems like the cassettes virtually vanished by
the mid-’90s.
To the average shopper, they may seem
like a waste of space, but for the flourishing
underground music scene, cassette tapes are
riding the lo-fi wave of ‘90s nostalgia back to
the forefront. Similar to the resurgence of vinyl,
the cassette tape is gaining popularity at a time
when digital downloads and streaming have
completely transformed the music industry.
This shift can be seen in the Chicago music
scene, too, as Chicago-based record labels and
stores are embracing cassette tapes’ return.
Dustin Drase, owner of Plus Tapes, 2409 W.
Leland Ave., a Chicago-based record label that
focuses exclusively on the cassette tape format
and whose slogan is “Tapes Will Never Die,” is
one of Chicago’s main proponents of the cassette
tape medium. He has released dozens of cassettebased albums, including bands like Radar Eyes
and Outer Minds. Drase said he knew there
would always be a market for fans of cassettes
when he decided to open Plus Tapes in 2008.
“The culture’s always been there, but when we
started doing it, it was kind of at this interesting
tipping point where a lot of people were getting
excited about the medium again for various
reasons—for nostalgia, for cost, for immediacy,”
Drase said.
Adam Hirzel, manager at the Chicago record
store Saki, 3716 W. Fullerton Ave., which opened
in 2010, said although the medium’s popularity
might have died down since its pre-CD-era peak,
it has always been around in one form or another.
“Just like vinyl, it never really stopped,”
Hirzel said. “There were always people putting
out tapes.”
Plus Tapes and Saki are just a few of several
music shops that specialize in cassette tape
distribution. Within Chicago and throughout
the country, cassette shops are popping up, with
California’s Burger Records leading the way,
selling more than 300,000 cassettes since its
opening in 2007.
Burger Records, which has released hundreds
of albums on cassette tapes, including albums by
Brian Jonestown Massacre and The Black Angels,
received widespread recognition for its selling of
cassettes in 2014 after GQ named it “The Year’s
Coolest, Weediest Record Label.”
Sean Bohrman, co-owner of Burger Records, said
one of the ideas behind starting his company was
to provide young musicians with an inexpensive
promotion method.
22 • January 26, 2015

“Cassette tapes are much cheaper to make
than CDs and LPs, and the turnaround time is
much quicker,” Bohrman said. “That already
goes a long way toward getting stuff out for
bands to sell at shows. If a band is going on
tour in a week, we can have a tape ready for
them to sell on tour and make some money
for gas and spread the word around, which
is what it’s all about.”
Drase said the profit from cassette tapes
is comparable and sometimes even more
lucrative than vinyl record pressing, making
it easier for young bands to get their name
out to the public. Drase said a professional
pressing plant can manufacture a run of
tapes for less than $200, but it is just as easy
to get more blank tapes and duplicate an
album for around $60.
“It’s a very immediate sort of thing,” Drase
said. “The turnaround time on tapes is a lot
faster. The price point is a lot cheaper, too.
You could sell a tape for $5 and make a $3
profit, whereas on vinyl, it’s going to cost
$6–8 and if you sell it for $10, you’re still
making the same amount of profit as on a
cassette tape, but you spent three times as
much money.”
The guiding mission of the cassette
community is helping out the little guy.
While bigger bands have the accessibility
and money to afford their own vinyl record
pressings, a lot of smaller acts consider
tapes an easier way to build a loyal fan base.
James Francis Swanberg, percussionist
in local Chicago band The Lemons as
well as a member of Tripp Tapes, said the
affordability of cassettes has made making
music a more accomplishable goal.
“I do it all in-house now,” Swanberg said.
“I’ve got a little Sony machine that can do
about three tapes in a minute. If you’re doing
it right, tapes are like a buck. I can’t imagine
you finding too many that you can mix for
a buck. You’re able to support and have
something you can hold, even if you can’t
play them. So I would say it has definitely
helped us secure a fan base.”
Nick Mayor, owner of Chicago shop Brica-Brac Records & Cassettes, 3156 W. Diversey
Ave., one of the Windy City’s premier
sources for tapes, also said he found cassette
distribution to be much more financially
reasonable for local band promotion.
“If you want to get a record pressed,
even if you got your material mixed and
mastered and the artwork is finalized, it’s
still going to be another four or five months
before your record gets out there, whereas
with a cassette, it’s just a matter of weeks,”
Mayor said.
For numerous cassette fans, the format was
the best way to enjoy the music they loved.
Bohrman said a lot of cassette collectors are
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those who have had their parents’ car passed
down to them, and cassettes were the only
way for them to enjoy their music.
“If you got a cassette player in your car
and you’re a teenager, you’re going to be
driving around in your car smoking weed and
partying and stuff, so obviously you’re going
to want some music,” Bohrman said. “Either
you’re going to make a cassette tape yourself
or you’re going to buy a new one from us.”
Players are still available at Best Buy and
other retailers, and there is also a growing
number of people who simply enjoy owning a
physical souvenir from their favorite bands,
even if they don’t necessarily have the means to
play the tapes they purchase.
“It’s the same way that no one really has to
buy books anymore,” Hirzel said. “They can
just read it on their iPhone, but people like
to have their bookshelf, because to them it’s
a piece of art. The same way you can have a
painting on the wall, you can put a tape on a
tape rack or put a vinyl on your record shelf.”
Burger Records is known for some of its
hand-painted cassette tapes, in which it handdesigns several tapes for purchase. Bohrman
said designing these tapes gives consumers a
more personal connection to the music.
“We put together all of our cassettes,”
Bohrman said. “We assemble all of them.
Knowing that we put everything we had into
making it makes people respect the cassette
and respect what we do.”
Drase said being able to actually see
the music in its physical form is much
more fulfilling than having an MP3 stored
somewhere in a Cloud service.
“You don’t spend any time with it, whereas
if you have a cassette tape, it’s a physical thing
that you see every time you walk past it,” Drase
said. “It’s something you have to move and
find a spot for in your home and physically
put into a tape deck to listen to it. When you
do that, it’s an experience as opposed to just
a random thing on your computer, which has
no real attachment to it.”
When first released in the 1960s, early
versions of cassettes were used to record
straight from the radio. As the years went on,
cassette tapes evolved, and the medium also
increased in quality although the problem of
tapes damaging and unspooling has never
been eliminated.
Many people argue that the lo-fi quality
of tapes is not worth a listen when there are
more crisp, higher-quality options out there,
but according to Bohrman, people’s negative
perceptions of tapes should not affect a tape
listener’s opinion.
“I wouldn’t say [cassettes] are inferior to
MP3s [which] can sound really, really terrible,”
Bohrman said. “People listen to music any way
they can. I don’t think [cassette quality] is
that bad that it’s going to prevent someone

from hearing any good music through it at
all. If you are an audiophile, I guess so, but
that’s such a small percentage of people who
listen to music that if I were to bash cassettes
because of what some audiophiles
thought, that would make no
sense whatsoever.”
Major music labels have also
tried to throw their hats into the
cassette tape arena with popular
acts including Green Day and
Skrillex releasing special
cassettes for Cassette Store
Day in September 2014. The
higher-publicized
releases
have drawn more attention to the
medium, although several record
shop owners see the move as a cashgrab rather than an attempt to connect with
the tape community.
“It’s just another chance for them to maybe
make $1,000 or $2,000 off a thing that they can
just package in a different way, whereas if you
find a band that’s coming off on a small label,
you’re like ‘Man, this band is really good. I wish
they had a recording,’” Drase said.
Mayor said that even though these popular
acts are releasing exclusive cassettes, it would
not make much of an impact unless they start
to fully embrace the cassette tape medium.
“As far as the Skrillex cassette tape or any
of those things, doing it for record store day
is kind of a gimmick,” Mayor said. “Until they
actually start releasing their proper material
on cassette, I don’t think it’s really impacting
the perception.”
Although the sudden influx of major acts
releasing music on cassettes might hurt the
community’s underground identity, Hirzel said
as long as the format keeps its most dedicated
fans, it will always live on.
“Whenever something becomes more
popular, there’s always danger of a backlash,
and usually there is a backlash,” Hirzel said.
“But I don’t think it matters that much because
the people that are going to buy the music are
going to do it whether people like it or not.”
Drase said fans and the younger bands
embracing tapes feel a stronger connection
with the music through cassette collecting,
which makes cassette distribution worth it.
“If somebody sends you a Spotify link and you
listen to it and you’re like, ‘Oh cool, I like that,’
but you don’t feel like there’s that attachment,”
Drase said. “There’s not that ‘this is my band,
this is my discovery’ sort of thing. Cassette
tapes give you that sense of ownership and
connection. There are bands out there that are
making music and people aren’t really paying
attention to it, so if I can take that and put it
into a physical format and bring it to the other
people, that’s why I do it.”

shall@chroniclemail.com

January 26, 2015 • 23

The Columbia Chronicle
24 • January 26, 2015

Roger Guenveur Smith brings ‘Rodney King’ show to Chicago

Courtesy MARY MAY
Roger Guenveur Smith performed his one-man show,“Rodney King” Jan. 24 at the DuSable Museum of African American History, 740 E. 56th Place, based on the late Rodney King. Smith is also known for his one-man show “A Huey P. Newton Story” about the Black Panther Party co-founder Huey P. Newton, which was directed by Spike Lee.

BAXTER BARROWCLIFF
Arts & Culture Editor
RECENT EVENTS HAVE made police

brutality and excessive force prevalent topics of conversation in the
U.S. Actor Roger Guenveur Smith
performed his one-man show,
“Rodney King,” Jan. 24 at the DuSable Museum of African American
History, 740 E. 56th Place, as a part
of the OnEdge theater series put on
by the city as a reminder of when
this conversation began.
The beating of Rodney King on
March 3, 1991, brought racially
motivated police brutality to the

mainstream media because it was
the first time popular outlets aired
footage of a beating. Smith, known
for his role as Smiley in Spike Lee’s
“Do The Right Thing” and his oneman-show, “A Huey P. Newton
Story,” has been performing “Rodney King” since King died June
17, 2012.
Smith’s show is a conversation
with—rather than a portrayal of—
the late King that explores his beatings, the 1992 Los Angeles riots that
ensued after the acquittal of the police officers involved and how King
became what Smith calls “the first
reality TV star.”

Smith said the show is not
meant to be a history lesson of
the events of the early 1990s, but
that he intends to get the audience
thinking about the current state of
U.S. society.
“I don’t go into the theater to
simply give a history lesson, historians are much better equipped to
do that better than I ever could,”
Smith said. “Neither am I there to
engage in some form of nostalgia.
What I want to do is engage the audience in the present moment so
that they might reflect the world,
which is right outside of that theater door and which they have to
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step back out into when the curtain
goes down.”
Daniel Pantaleo, the police officer involved in the death of Eric
Garner, was acquitted while Smith
was performing the show in Brooklyn. Smith said he closed the last
show with an “emergency town hall
meeting,” allowing the Brooklyn
community to discuss these issues
on a local and national level, which
led to a spontaneous, non-violent
street demonstration.
“It was a tremendously effective
evening of theatrical improvisation, both on stage and in the street,
that was a special moment,” Smith
said. “The streets of our country
have been full of theater for a long
time. Some of the best improvisation has taken place out there in the
street, and this is part of that First
Amendment, free speech process.”
Shoshona Currier, director of
performing arts for the Department
of Cultural Affairs and Special
Events for the City of Chicago, said
she wanted to bring “Rodney King”
to Chicago to be part of OnEdge, an
experimental theater, dance and
performance series hosted by the
city, after seeing his show when she
was at the Under the Radar Festival
in New York City.
“I was not head over heels in
love with the piece,” Currier said.
“I didn’t have that reaction to it. It
just kind of sat in my brain, bothering me for the next few months.
It really troubled me. It really stuck
with me.”

Currier said “Rodney King” is
exactly the type of show she wanted to include in OnEdge and that
it exemplifies how theater should
inspire action.
“You want some sort of call to
action or to even engage deeper in
your own life in some way,” Currier said. “That’s a call to action.
It doesn’t have to be a political action. It can be a romantic action or
a YOLO action, whatever it is but
that’s what you want performance
to bring out, and Roger does it in an
overtly political way and others do
it in other ways.”
Darnell Hunt, director of the
Ralph J. Bunche Center for African
American Studies at UCLA and author of “Screening the Los Angeles
‘Riots’: Race, Seeing, and Resistance,” said the events surrounding King’s beating and the LA riots
started a new era of sharing and
exposing information.
“[King’s] case was significant
because it ushered in a new era of
the circulation of news, a transition from official accounts of news
you saw on major networks and of
course on cable network news like
CNN,” Hunt said. “Today, of course,
we have Twitter and Facebook.
Anybody can post videos on the
web, so you have alternative points
of view like we saw in Ferguson for
example, so all of that is relatively new. That would not have happened prior to Rodney King.”
bbarrowcliff@chroniclemail.com
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Mikky Ekko wants fans to know he has ‘arrived’
Is there any specific message you
want to convey to your fans with
this album?

KYRA SENESE
Managing Editor
AFTER YEARS OF being featured on

fellow artists’ albums and dropping
his own occasional singles, Mikky
Ekko is making a name for himself
as an emotive artist.
Most people know Ekko as Rihanna’s duet partner from back
when the pair performed the ballad
“Stay” at the 2013 Grammy Awards,
but the singer/songwriter released
his debut album, Time, on Jan. 16.
Born John Stephen Sudduth,
Ekko was raised by what he calls
“very musical” parents in a Louisiana community steeped in gospel
music, where his father was also
the local preacher.
As he grew older, Ekko said
he developed a love for other
genres of music, which explains
his genre-fluid style and diverse
collaborations throughout the last
several years.
The Chronicle spoke with Ekko
about developing his persona, recording Time and touring with the
band alt-J.

THE CHRONICLE: How did you come
up with the Mikky Ekko persona?
MIKKY EKKO: I just wanted to keep

things simple, you know? It means
a lot to me, but I think with anything of that nature, you want to put
it out there and let people respond
to it in their own way. I could go on
explaining it, but I think overall, for
me, in the simplest terms I wanted something that was simple and
easy to say in different languages. I
wanted it to feel catchy.

You grew up listening to gospel
music. How does that influence your
music today?

I’m here. I have arrived.

What was it like to work with Rihanna and perform with her at the 2013
Grammy Awards?
It’s pretty much what you can imagine is what happened. It’s plain and
simple. It was beautiful, though, I
feel really fortunate. It’s been awesome to have that experience going
into this album and my touring.

You toured with the band alt-J in November. What was that like?

Courtesy WESTON PAGANO

Mikky Ekko, known for his collaboration on the song “Stay” with Rihanna in 2013, released his debut full-length album, Time, on Jan. 16.
My dad’s a preacher, and I grew up ing on these songs, and if they feel where I enjoy going a little more
in a church. I grew up around a lot more connected to me at the end of punk here and there or going a litof musical people, and it was a pret- the day, that, for me, is the perfect tle bit darker or harder, more unty musical church. My parents are starting point. We treat everybody derground style … but for anything
both pretty musical people. Music like family around here, so it’s like I write, it’s just about being in the
was just something I always asso- even in the fantasy world, you want moment. I try to write everything in
ciated with people coming together to have that bond with people.
the moment.
and it being a unifier. I listened to
a lot of grunge and some punk and You released the singles “Smile” and What do you think makes Time such a
hip-hop, and as I got older my tastes “Mourning Doves” a few months diverse album?
and horizons broadened, but at the back. What inspired those songs?
end of the day, I think it all comes
I just spent a lot of time working
back to your roots. When you can Both of those songs are sort of with a lot of different people. I’ve
find different ways to incorpo- bittersweet. When I was writ- worked with the best producers, the
rate that, you have the potential to ing those, that’s where I was, and best writers, the best mixers in the
make something really special: a I look forward to releasing more world. I’ve been really, really fortureflection pool.
stuff because I am so excited for nate. And they all pushed me to be
people to hear how diverse the al- the best I can be in different areas,
What do you want your fans to take bum is. There’s some stuff that’s and I think that’s what I’m excited
away from your performances?
much more aggressive, and a lot of to show people. When you’re workthe stuff I’ve put out … it’s all been ing with the best, the odds get betHopefully a great show. I just want pretty melancholy. I enjoy that— ter of getting something special.
everybody to feel like they own a I’ve always listened to stuff like There’s a lot of special stuff on the
part of it. I spend a lot of time work- that. I’m coming into a new phase album for me.

It was great. I really like the alt-J
guys. They’re a really chill group,
and I’m a fan of their music, too, so
when you have that combo… it was
nice because I got to go and spend
a day in the studio with a guy with
whom I’ve collaborated a pretty
good bit, Clams Casino, and Tom,
alt-J’s drummer, got to hang in New
York for a little bit. It’s great to be
around guys who make inspiring
music and do it on their terms and
have seen so much success.

Is there anyone you haven’t worked
with yet who you would like to work
with in the future?
In this moment right now, no. For
me it’s all about timing, and I’m focused on getting this album to my
people and putting together a live
show that people can believe in and
giving them a reason to believe in
me, and I’ll continue to work and
work with people, but I feel like I’m
sort of living the dream right now.
ksenese@chroniclemail.com

“Favorite movie soundtrack songs”
Gina Scarpino, Arts & Culture Reporter
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Nancy Cooper, Sports & Health Reporter

DON’T YOU (FORGET ABOUT ME) Simple Minds – 1985

ASLEEP The Smiths – 1985
FEVER DOG Stillwater – 2000
MRS. ROBINSON Simon & Garfunkel – 1968
HEAVEN IS ONE STEP AWAY Eric Clapton – 1985
KASHMIR Led Zeppelin – 1975

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY Queen – 1975
UNCHAINED MELODY The Righteous Brothers – 1965
MAD WORLD Tears for Fears – 1983
FOLSOM PRISON BLUES Johnny Cash – 1956

Colin King, Graphic Designer

Ben Kowalski, Copy Editor

TIME Hans Zimmer – 2010
LA VALSE D’AMÉLIE Yann Tiersen – 2001
THE BATHTUB The Lost Bayou Ramblers - 2012
THE SURVIVORS Dan Romer, Benh Zeitlin – 2012

OVER AT THE FRANKENSTEIN PLACE Susan Sarandon &
Barry Boswick – 1975
HEY BULLDOG The Beatles – 1969
SHAKE YA TAILFEATHER Nelly, P. Diddy & Murphy Lee – 2003

COMPTINE D’UN AUTRE ÉTÉ L’APRÈS-MIDI Yann Tiersen – 2001

LOVE IS BLINDNESS Jack White – 2013

Abby Seitz, Sports & Health Reporter

Ethan Stocking-Anderson, Office Assistant

WHO KILLED TANGERINE Tears for Fears – 2004
BETWEEN THE BARS Elliot Smith – 1997
IF YOU RUN The Boxer Rebellion – 2011
BOOKENDS Simon & Garfunkel – 1968
THE MUTE Radical Face – 2013

ZORBA THE GREEK John Murphy & David Hughes – 1964

YOUNG, WILD & FREE Snoop Dogg, Wiz Kahlifa & Bruno Mars – 2012

FREDDIE’S DEAD Curtis Mayfield – 1972
THE RAID Marvin Hamlisch – 2009

MOTORBOY’S FATE Stewart Copeland – 1983
BACHIAMOS BRAZIL SAMBA Michael Kamen – 1984
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Thursday, Jan. 29

KING CHIP (CHIP
THA RIPPER)

Kanye West interrupts again
KANYE WEST MADE a surprise appear-

ance at the iHeartMedia Music
Summit in California on Jan. 21,
where he previewed some unreleased tracks slated for his seventh
studio album, according to a Jan.
22 Billboard report.
West apparently took the summit into his own hands after Def
Jam CEO Steve Bartels abruptly
halted his own speech about upcoming releases from artists like
Big Sean and Alesso to announce
West’s arrival.
“I want to stop this and turn it
over to one of the great iconic rock
stars of our time: Kanye West,”
Bartels reportedly announced to
the summit attendees.
According to the Billboard
article, West spoke to the crowd
of radio programmers for roughly
45 minutes about the importance
of innovation in music, pointing
out his own trendsetting career
moves of the past like when he
brought EDM-influenced music to
mainstream radio with “Stronger”
after discovering artists like Daft
Punk, and popularized the use of
autotune with 808s & Heartbreak
in 2008.
Billboard called West’s speech
“a bit stream-of-consciousness,”
which should not come as a
surprise given his tendency to
embrace that particular form of

expression. After highlighting
his past achievements and radio
successes, West acknowledged
another stream-of-consciousness
experience that recently brought
fans an unexpected collaboration.
The single “Only One,” an ode to
West’s late mother, Donda West,
and his daughter, North West,
dropped on New Year’s Eve. As
if the sentimental track—a song
in which West claims to believe
his mother overtook his body and
spoke through him—wasn’t already
a gift, the song features keyboard
accompaniment by Paul McCartney and backing vocals by Ty Dolla
$ign. Just in time to make fans’
last moments of the year intensely emotional, the song may have
helped nurse the wounds of fans
who were disappointed West didn’t
drop an album in 2014.
West also used his platform at
the summit to sing some of “Black
Skinhead” a capella and said he
was disappointed the record didn’t
see the radio play he had hoped for,
despite having “joked” in 2013 that
he didn’t want to be on the radio,
according to Billboard.
After performing the older tune,
West reportedly wowed attendees by singing “Only One,” and
followed it up with a preview of a
currently untitled duet with Rihanna, which is thought to potentially

Subterranean
2011 W. North Ave.
8 p.m.
$15, 17+

Monday, Jan. 26

Friday, Jan. 30

EXTRAORDINARY
POPULAR DELUSIONS

THE RESOLUTION

Beat Kitchen
2100 W. Belmont Ave.
9 p.m.
Free, 21+

Bottom Lounge
1375 W. Lake St.
5:30 p.m.
$10

Tuesday, Jan. 27
be the track Ty Dolla $ign hinted at
to Billboard earlier this month. He
said the new track would feature
West, Rihanna and McCartney.
“It’s going to drop soon,” Ty Dolla
$ign told Billboard in early January. “I heard they shot the video
recently. I don’t know what the
final title is, but I know it’s crazy, so
just be looking out for [it].”
Hopefully West will release his
highly anticipated seventh studio
album in 2015 so fans who have
been awaiting the album since
he told GQ magazine last July
that it would be out “most likely
in September” of 2014 can finally
get their hands on yet another
“godly” work of art and many more
extraordinary collaborations.
ksenese@chroniclemail.com

Friday, Jan. 30

CLEARANCE

RUSSIAN CIRCLES

Schubas
3159 N. Southport Ave.
8 p.m.
$7, 21+

Metro
3730 N. Clark St.
9 p.m.
$18-20, 18+

Wednesday, Jan. 28

Saturday, Jan. 31

TRACINGS

COLD WAR KIDS

Beat Kitchen
2100 W. Belmont Ave.
8:30 p.m.
$8, 17+

Riviera Theatre
4746 N. Racine Ave.
8 p.m.
$26, 18+

Wednesday, Jan. 28

Sunday, Feb. 1

THE REDTONES

LAURIE BERKNER

Empty Bottle
1035 N. Western Ave.
9 p.m.
$5, 21+

Park West
322 W. Armitage Ave.
3 p.m.
$35
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Edition

NANCY COOPER

junior journalism major

MAX GREEN

senior journalism major

CARISSA DEGEN

junior journalism major

LAUREN TUSSEY

sophomore journalism major

WHAT CLASS ARE YOU MOST EXCITED FOR THIS SEMESTER? WHAT CLASS ARE YOU MOST EXCITED FOR THIS SEMESTER? WHAT CLASS ARE YOU MOST EXCITED FOR THIS SEMESTER? WHAT CLASS ARE YOU MOST EXCITED FOR THIS SEMESTER?
“Sports Reporting.”
“Feature Writing in Science and Medicine.”
“International Reporting.”
“History of Hip-Hop.”
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High-minded ‘American Sniper’ portrays war as a video game
MAX GINKEL
Film Critic
IN AN EARLY scene, the protagonist’s

father talks about sheep, wolves
and sheepdogs, setting up the metaphor for Chris Kyle’s character.
The audience may view him as a
sheep, blindly following orders in
an unjust war, or as a wolf, fulfilling
a crusade. The audience might even
view him as a sheepdog—a hero.
Clint Eastwood’s latest film, sixtime Oscar-nominated “American
Sniper,” follows the life of real soldier Chris Kyle (Bradley Cooper)
and his rise as one of the deadliest
snipers in the Iraq War. Based on
Kyle’s autobiography of the same
name, the controversial movie
delves into the complex matter of
war, and it is a difficult film to digest. Is Eastwood a jingoist promoting American imperialism or

a liberal questioning our military?
There is room for more than one interpretation, and it really depends
on the viewer’s personal beliefs.
Despite the complexity surrounding the film, “American Sniper” is simplistic and not without
fault. The film feels like a typical
Eastwood film with its themes of
masculinity and American heroism, but it ends up as just another
war film instead of a complex film.
Part of this stems from the utter lack of perspective on the lives
of the men, women and children
that Kyle kills. Instead of looking
through the scope of a real American sniper, it is delivered from the
perspective of a Call of Duty player,
as the large battle scenes feel more
Rambo-esque than artistic. Each
kill may leave a mark on Cooper’s
character, but the audience is never
given the time or vantage point to

register the event’s impact. Even in
a scene where an Iraqi man shares
his food with the Americans, the
camera focuses only on the soldiers. If the Iraqis and Americans
had any substantial interactions,
the audience is not privy to them.
The filmmakers make it clear Kyle
and his comrades view the Iraqis as
savages even without the addition
of Kyle’s thoughts on the subject,
but the consequence of showing
this from an American perspective
is that a viewer will wonder if the
filmmakers agree with Kyle.
For a war film, the movie spends
a while getting the audience there,
but does not take time to show how
Kyle became the man he is by the
start of the war. Instead, it gives an
unnecessary history lesson in the
events leading up to the Iraq War.
Despite possible thematic failings,
the film’s strength lies on the bat-

tlefield, so it was unfortunate Eastwood delayed introducing.
Despite the themes, the war
scenes are intense. The film hosts
a brilliant score—it remains mostly unheard until exactly the right
moments, doubling its effect. The
special effects and research pay
off, as the war looks and sounds authentic. The chaotic camera-work
is well-edited to create battles that
are as haunting as they are extreme.
Once the war begins, the scenes
back home feel more intentional
and leave more of an impact, especially considering Sienna Miller’s terrific performance as Kyle’s
wife, Taya. There is a clear decline
in Kyle’s mental health, and the effects of war are portrayed well.
Eastwood clearly attempts complexity. The script presents subtle
lapses in faith among the people
in Kyle’s life, whether it be faith in

war, God or himself. It is no coincidence the climax takes place during
a visually nil sandstorm.
The real powerhouse is Cooper’s
performance. After easily selling
the audience on the patriotic Texan
cowboy that Kyle is, Cooper slowly
adds the pain of war onto his face
little by little, masking it behind a
stoic, borderline psychotic smile. It
is a slow burn, but the payoff is big.
Cooper begins to question his belief
system while desperately holding
onto it desperately. Even after he
leaves the war and his life returns
to normal, he remains changed, forever leaving the audience uneasy.
Whether or not Kyle believed in
what he was doing, Cooper’s performance at least allows the audience
to doubt—whether or not they do so
is up to them.
mginkel@chroniclemail.com

IMDb
Clint Eastwood’s controversial new film “American Sniper” stars Bradly Cooper as sharpshooting Navy SEAL sniper Chris Kyle. The film has been nominated for a total of six 2015 Academy Awards, including “Best Picture,” “Best Original Screenplay” and “Best Actor,” Cooper’s third nomination.

Arti Café
t
-SINCE 1961-

15% OFF
Mon - Thurs
Students, faculty, and staff
Void Friday - Sunday

412 S. MICHIGAN AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

312.939.7855
Sun.–Tues. 7:30 – 9 p.m. / Wed-Sat. 7:30 –11 p.m.

Breakfast · Lunch · Dinner · After Theater · Fine Wines · Great Spirits · Espresso
1150 S. WABASH AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605

312.583.9940

WE DELIVER!

8am - 8pm - Breakfast Lunch Dinner

Gelato · Espresso · Desserts · Soup · Salads · Sandwiches · Burgers · Wraps

www.artists-cafe.com
28 • January 26, 2015

January 26, 2015 • 29

Arts & Culture

xx PORN

Continued from Front Page

Ninety percent of revenge porn victims who participated in a CCRI
survey were women, and 93 percent
said they have suffered significant
emotional distress after their pho-

both post-traumatic stress disorder and depression prior to a suicide attempt after an ex-boyfriend
posted her private images in 2010
and 2011.
“My experience has affected me in
two very separate ways,” Chiarini
said. “On the one hand, it brought

of the bill, said he hopes other states
will follow suit in implementing
similar laws.
“The ultimate goal is that the federal government will come in and implement a federal law that can regulate conduct across state lines,”
Drury said.

Revenge Porn is extremely harmful to the victims. It is on
the same spectrum of domestic violence.”
– Carrie Goldberg
tos were posted, according to a Jan.
3, 2014, CCRI blog post.
Victims endure further harassment
because their photos often go viral,
spreading through social media and
onto different websites. Photos are
also published alongside personal information such as email addresses, phone numbers and home
addresses, said Carrie Goldberg,
a Brooklyn-based attorney who
works with the CCRI and operates
her own firm, C.A. Goldberg, PLLC.
“Revenge porn is extremely harmful to the victims,” Goldberg said.
“It is on the spectrum of domestic
violence. Additionally, it’s harmful
because it severely impacts [victims’] Google search results. In the
U.S., we don’t have the right to forget. We don’t have control over our
search engine results.”
Annmarie Chiarini, a Maryland
resident and victim advocate for
CCRI, was twice a victim of revenge porn and was diagnosed with

me to the lowest point of my life
where I attempted suicide. There
was no real moment of rebound
or moment of realization where
it’s like, ‘Oh life is great and I want
to live.’”
Chiarini said she decided to advocate for stricter nonconsensual pornography laws when she
realized they were nonexistent
in Maryland, although rigorous
guidelines have since been established She said she found her voice
and strength through advocating
for CCRI.
“My case was closed and I could
not fight for myself,” Chiarini said.
“That didn’t mean that I had to walk
away and hide my head in shame.
What it meant was that no one else
should have to go through what I
went through or suffer the way I
suffered. If there is anything I can
do about it, I’m going to try.”
Illinois State Representative Scott
Drury (D–Highwood), a co-sponsor

The American Civil Liberties
Union of Illinois, a foundation dedicated to protecting constitutional rights, has opposed parts of the
legislation because it may interfere
with the First Amendment, said
Ed Yohnka, director of communications and public policy for the
ACLU of Illinois.
“Unfortunately, the bill still does
not require that the person has
the intent to do harm nor that the
individual whose image is shared
actually feels the harm,” Yohnka
said. “For those reasons, we were
still opposed to the bill. I think we
should be very careful about these
things when we talk about bills that
carry a criminal penalty. ”
Although improvements to the
legislation made throughout 2014
have given the law more precise
guidelines, Yohnka said the bill still
lacks an intent standard, which
may criminalize the people viewing
the images instead of the posters.

Franks said the statute gives clear
guidelines for images that are accidentally and intentionally posted
and that while the harm requirement is not spelled out in the bill,
the same is true of other voyeurism
laws that protect an individual’s
privacy. She added that nonconsensual pornography legislation is
as necessary as other privacy laws
and that criminalizing the posting
of sexually explicit images will help
decrease instances of that behavior.

Revenge Porn

1/10
60%
90%
93%
49%

“If we imagine a society where rape
is not punished by the criminal law,
you can certainly imagine how people in that society would not think
of sexual violence as a bad thing because it would not be criminalized,”
Franks said. “That doesn’t mean
when you criminalize something
that people stop engaging in sexual assault, and it doesn’t mean that
they stop blaming the victim.”
ncraig@chroniclemail.com

A form of sexual assault involving
the posting and distribution of
sexually explicit and nude photos
of an individual without consent

1 in 10 ex-partners have threatened
to post explicit photos of their ex

60 percent of those who threatened to post
the photos did eventually post the photos

90 percent of revenge porn victims are women

93 percent of victims said they have suffered
emotional distress from the images
being exposed
49 percent of victims said they have been
harassed or stalked online after their pictures
were exposed

Colin King THE CHRONICLE
Information from CyberCivilRights.org

GET TOGETHER

& GATHER UP

EXPERIENCE LIFE
FROM EVERY ANGLE.
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xx VASELINES

Continued from PG. 19

This playful nature with not-sothinly-veiled sexual innuendos was
not limited to comments in between
songs. Some of the band’s material,
though serious in its sound, veers
into immature, tongue-in-cheek
lyricism with songs like “Monsterpussy” from Dum-Dum and “Sex
with an X” from the 2010 album of
the same name. The group played
the two tunes, both of which have
the sing-along quality of children’s
songs, inspiring the audience to
join in during the chorus of “Sex
With An X,” “Feels so good, it must
be bad for me/ Feels so good, it
must be bad for me/ Let’s do it, let’s
do it again.”
McKee actually broke a guitar
string during the performance of
the song but continued. The brother-and-sister-like bickering ensued
afterwards when Kelly gave Frances his guitar, opting for the untuned one offstage because he questioned her guitar tuning abilities.
The highlight for many in the
audience—which consisted mostly
of fans the same age as the band—
was when the group brought back
Amanda X to play bicycle horns, accompanying The Vaselines in one
of their most well-known songs—
thanks to a 1992 cover by Nirvana—
“Molly’s Lips.”
A fan favorite, this song provoked the strongest response of the
evening from the energetic crowd
who sung along with the two bands,
swaying in the way one does at a

rock show and recording the performance on their phones. McKee
sounded just like the original recording of the song but added extra emotion when the bicycle horn
would come up from behind her to
play into her microphone, startling
her each time.
The Vaselines continued to
rouse the adoring audience with
more than 20 songs from all three
albums of its nearly 15-year career.
The band ended its foot-tapping,
head-nodding, smile-evoking set
with yet another quintessential
Vaselines duet, “Son of a Gun,” also
made popular by a Nirvana cover.
Though they did nothing peculiar
with this song, The Vaselines made
the performance one of those experiences fans will hold onto for
the rest of their lives—hearing a
beloved band play its best material.
Though they’ve never reached
any monumental commercial success, or regular airplay for that matter, this hardly matters when one
of your biggest fans is Kurt Cobain,
the man even named his daughter
and his only child—Frances Bean
Cobain after Frances McKee. The
Vaselines are definitely one of the
lucky bands who have benefited
from getting the band back together, if only for the ability to share in
a fun, intimate show with a couple hundred of their fans, most of
have been there from the beginning and that is exactly what they
got on Wednesday evening at the
Empty Bottle.
bbarrowcliff@chroniclemail.com

xx DUFF

Continued from PG. 19

judge, keep people down and keep
people in specific boxes. It’s limiting for everyone involved and it’s
just not real. It’s hard when you
don’t have any perspective, especially when you’re in school and everything feels so present. I wanted
to provide a perspective that none
of that stuff is real and you don’t
have to participate in anything that
doesn’t make you feel like the best
version of who you are. People that
try to drag you down or put you in a
box, it’s usually because they are insecure and [feel] threatened by you.
It was important to me to commu-

nicate that the coolest kids in the
world are bullied, just like me.

that I’m not doing any mean girl
roles any time soon.

RA: It was super refreshing to read

MW: If this movie didn’t have the

a teen comedy script that drafts
what it’s like to be in high school.
Everybody’s trying to find their way
and figure out who they are and are
dealing with their own issues and
issues with friends. It was nice to
see that in something that actually
turned out to be so funny.

How do you feel being cast as high
school stereotypes?
BELLA THORNE: I don’t like being

a casted stereotype of a mean girl.
That makes me really angry. I hope

understanding of the stereotypes,
maybe it would feel a little more
upsetting. But I think the whole
point of this movie is exposing stereotypes and how silly they are. It
was nice to start out by going, “Hey,
here are these stereotypes,” and
then spending the rest of the movie breaking them down and showing how you can let them go. It’s a
statement about how layered and
complex every single person is regardless of the labels put on them.
kdavis@chroniclemail.com

Courtesy GUY D’ALEMA
Robbie Amell stars as Wesley in the upcoming teen comedy “The DUFF,” set to premiere Feb. 20, in which his character identifies his childhood friend as a DUFF, an acronym
meaning “designated ugly fat friend.”
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ARTISTS I HOPE DROP AN ALBUM IN 2015 REASONS I AM A SLAVE TO CHASE BANK

BLOG: “The Al Dente Dentist”
“Broad City” fans rejoice! Lincoln’s
cleverly named dentist pasta blog is
a real thing, and his recipes are all typed up as if
he was reading them out loud. At one point he refers
to farfalle noodles as “lil butterflies” and instructs to
“salt n peppa that baby.” Each recipe is hilariously
rated for its taste, “cleanability,” food guilt and comfort levels. This blog’s humorous writing is witty, even
if it should be called “The Al Dentist.”

Check it out at: http://thealdentedentist.tumblr.
com/
VIDEO: Conan meets Sterling
Archer Channel
Everyone’s favorite animated spy
made a guest appearance on
“Conan” Jan. 20. In the episode, Conan becomes an
Archer-style cartoon when he steps outside his studio
to meet the self-proclaimed World’s Greatest Spy. In
a hilarious clip, Archer teaches Conan the finer points
of outrunning Russian mobsters, which, for the wayward playboy, include driving a getaway car, shooting
a handgun, and browsing Tinder.

Check it out at: https://www.youtube.com/user/
teamcoco

Florence and the Machine: After a fan site posted a
photo that appears to show Flo’s album being mixed in a
recording studio, it seems likely her third album will drop
this year despite there being no official announcement of a
release. With recent rumors of Florence working with Rihanna, my interest in her work is definitely peaked.
Marina and the Diamonds: Marina has already released three singles from her upcoming album, FROOT,
due April 6. After comparing the self-discovery and confidence the singer exuded on The Family Jewels to the
conflicted persona she embodied with Electra Heart, I cannot wait to hear what is expected to be a more positive,
self-assured album.
Adele: Despite the ups and downs the past year has
brought for fans of the “Rolling in the Deep” singer after
she wrongly teased on Twitter that she might drop her album “later” in 2014, the tentatively-titled 25 may actually
be titled 26, assuming that this album will follow Adele’s
album-age pattern.
Lady Gaga: Gaga has been sharing photos on Instagram
and tweeting hints for Little Monsters that she has been
writing new songs and spending lots of time in the recording studio—and hanging out with Adele—as of late. Between
wrapping up her artRAVE tour in November and touring with
Tony Bennett for Cheek to Cheek this spring, Gaga will likely
have a busy year, and what better way to top it off than by
releasing her next solo album before the year’s end?
Death Cab for Cutie: Despite Death Cab’s 2011 album, Codes and Keys, being one of the band’s least popular
works, I am hopeful Kintsugi will return to the band’s original sound and be more reminiscent of earlier releases such
as Narrow Stairs and Plans.

Broke as hell: It is not necessarily Chase’s fault when I
don’t have any money in my account, but when it constantly
emails me and texts me to reiterate that my balance is
under $50, I begin to feel like a wretched bum. I feel especially ratchet when I eat ramen every day for a week.
Overdraft fees: Once again, this is not Chase’s
fault, but when I accidentally or deliberately overdraft my account, Chase punishes me with a $40
fee. Luckily, I have been able to get my money refunded by making a scene on Twitter and tagging
@ChaseSupport. Most people are shocked to learn that I
have actually gotten refunds from Chase by complaining to
them on Twitter, but it is true. Try it one day when you are
especially desperate for some quick cash!
Quickpay: The main way my friends and I pay each other
back for food and alcohol is by using Chase’s smartphone
app that allows its users to send and receive money. However, I’m usually only sending money to people and not receiving any. This routine can take place up to four times a
week. Again, Chase has me by the throat.
Big deposits: When my account receives a deposit of
more than $150, Chase informs me via text. Because I usually get paid in the middle of the night, Chase is frequently
one of the reasons why I’m awake in the wee hours of the
night—maintaining its hold on my life. Unfortunately, each
paycheck lasts for about 48 hours, so I hear from him again
in no time.
The only “man” in my life: Chase contacts me more
than any other person in my life. Whether it is telling me
I have overdrafted or just gotten paid, I hear from it at all
hours of the day. The best part is that Chase never lies, even
if the truth is penniless.

Natalie Craig Managing Editor
PICKUP LINES FOR LOSERS
I have the entire dictionary tattooed on my penis. Come over and let me put some words in
your mouth: Thank you, but no thank you. When a guy
approached me with this line in a loud bar, I had to ask him
to repeat it three times because I could not hear him. He
messed it up every single time, and needless to say, it did
not work. I know you think you are cool with your elaborate
plan to hit on me, but that pick up line is a mouthful—no
pun intended. What if you accidentally mix up the words?
Then you just look like a fool with a really bad tattoo. Also,
I’m not interested.
Hey I’m looking for treasure, can I look around
your chest?: You could have looked from afar, but you
just walked over, said that and ruined everything. My answer: No, but I am looking for money. Can I look around
your wallet?
Are you OK? Because it is a long fall from heaven: I am OK, thank you for asking. But you’re not going
to be OK when my fist hits your face. Unlike my long fall
from heaven, yours will be a quick one to the ground. This
pickup line is not as aggressive as the other ones, but if
you are still trying to score a girl by saying this, you need a
new playbook.
You must be from Tennessee because you are
the only ten I see: You have got to be kidding me. This
worked in elementary school. Your game is weak, and also
I’m a 12, thank you very much.
If beauty were measured in seconds, you would
be an hour: More like five hours. I’m glad that being annoying is also measured in seconds so that I can hopefully
forget this interaction as soon as you walk away and never
have to see your face again.

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Mike Berkson (left) and long-time friend Tim Wambach perform “Handicap This!,” a comedy show that premiered in 2010 in which the duo shares personal experiences to raise awareness of the difficulties of living with physical disabilities at Stage 773, 1225 W. Belmont Ave., in Chicago’s
Lakeview neighborhood.
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Uhmmm, WTF?

No– just... no.

It’s whatever.

I can dig it.

YAAASS!

“Eye Candy” Season 1

“Looking” Season 2

“Hindsight” Season 1

“Girls” Season 4

A thriller laced with undertones of a rom-com,
“Eye Candy”—MTV’s latest attempt at scripted
television—is proving to be more substantial
than the network’s previous efforts. Victoria
Justice’s Lindy is outstanding, and the plot
intriguing. —T. Eagle

“Looking” is off to a strong start as it enters
its sophomore season, adding depth to its
strong ensemble cast. Jonathan Groff shines
as Patrick, and Frankie Alvarez as Agustín and
Murray Bartlett as Dom compliment Groff’s
magnetizing on-screen presence. —T. Eagle

VH1’s freshman show “Hindsight” follows Laura Ramsey as she portrays Becca, a hard-tolike character who ducks out of her second
wedding at the altar. Viewers should follow
Becca’s lead to help ensure “Hindsight” does
not get a season 2. —T. Eagle

While the dialogue is intermittently intelligent
and the beloved characters are occasionally
witty, shock-value sex scenes, the increasingly
intolerable fixation on Lena Dunham’s Hannah
and overall lackluster crassness have quickly
tarnished this show. —T. Eagle

Selfie Sticks

Invisible Boyfriend

Square Cash

Fitbit Charge HR

There is no doubt that 2014 was the year of
the selfie, but the “Selfie Stick” is taking it
too far. Using a robotic arm to get a photo of
yourself is too much. Stick to the original selfie habits or do the Internet a favor and stop
snapping selfies altogether. —C. Degen

This app gives you the power to create your
perfect man, customized down to his name,
personality and even the story of how you
two met. Your perfect man will even text you
throughout the day to check on you. It’s the
perfect cure for your loneliness. —J. Wittich

This smartphone application is practically
a lifesaver as it allows users from any bank
to send and receive money. To make it even
better, the app currently has a promotion that
gives $5 to users who get new people to sign
up. Happy spending! —K. Davis

I recently got a Fitbit, and it has forever
changed my life. I can monitor my heart rate,
sleeping patterns and day-to-day activity. In
addition to health benefits, it is also pretty
trendy and I do not mind wearing this lightweight beauty on my wrist. —J. Hinchcliffe

B4.DA.$$ by Joey Bada$$

What A Terrible World, What a Beautiful World by The Decemberists

No Cities To Love
by Sleater-Kinney’s

“Chains” by Airborne Toxic Event

On his 20th birthday Joey Bada$$ released
his debut album, “B4.DA.$$.” This is straight
up East Coast hip-hop, reminiscent of his predecessors and influences from the ’90s. Front
to back, from the lyrics to the beats, this album is dope. —B. Barrowcliff

It is hard to find an album from The Decemberists that isn’t good. For the last 13 years,
the band has released consistently thoughtful
folk music, and its seventh studio album is
no different. —S. Hall

It has been 10 years since Sleater-Kinney’s
last album, and with the band’s eighth album,
it hasn’t missed a beat. Sleater-Kinney proves
it has only grown wiser with age, ushering in
one of the best records of its career. —S. Hall

Airborne Toxic Event’s single “Chains” is a relaxing song. Lead singer Mikel Jollett’s voice
has a soothing, raw sound to it. It is the second single off the band’s forthcoming release,
and I cannot wait to hear what the full album
sounds like. —G. Scarpino

“Coachella Festival Is Still a
Boys’ Club” by Dee Lockett

“Marilyn Manson: The Vampire
of the Hollywood Hills” by Erik
Hedgegaard’s

Deceptively Springy weather

Random Phone Calls

Sunlight and above-30 temperatures are a
welcome change to Chiberia’s usual bitter
cold, but don’t be fooled. Weather is fickle in the Midwest. It’s keen on catching you
offguard, so bring a scarf and gloves to your
afternoon class, just in case. —B. Kowalski

I constantly get phone calls from different
states. They’re usually telemarketing calls, but
sometimes people actually try to talk to me.
I’ll answer calls from unfamiliar phone numbers, but I refuse to answer a call from the
“Northern Los Angeles Area.” —A. Haleem

Slate’s article chides “BroChella” for its lack
of female artists and makes a version of the
lineup poster that shows the female 15 percent of more than 100 acts that will be at this
year’s show. —L. Tussey

Hedegaard’s Rolling Stone feature delivers an
unbiased sketch of the man and artist, listing
the most peculiar items in his house, like a
can of poisonous gas. —B. Kowalski
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News of student Educating fear and ignorance
deaths a necessity
RADICAL ISLAMIST TERRORISTS have

QUINN KYLES, A sophomore radio major, died in a tragic car accident in
Indiana on Dec. 22, 2014, according
to a Dec. 24 Chicago Tribune article. The college did not announce
Kyles’ death until the afternoon of
Jan. 8, and the announcement only
notified the Radio Department of
the student’s death, not the Columbia community at large. The announcement was short and simple,
with little said of Kyles.
Regardless of whether the campus was closed, Columbia’s administration dropped the ball. Columbia, a college that prides itself in
its diverse and vibrant community,
lost a student, and the minimal
efforts made by the college’s administration speak to the necessity of a published, public student
death policy.

cretion of the faculty. Grief affects
everyone differently, but having a
structured support system provided by the school could help unite
the college, especially since death
can be so isolating.
According to the American Public Health Association’s 2011 study
titled “Leading causes of mortality
among American college students
at 4-year institutions,” suicide and
vehicular accidents are the two
leading causes of death among
18–24-year-olds in college. Although student deaths are rare—the
study says for every 100,000 students there are six to seven deaths—
these deaths should never be
treated lightly.
It is not for the college to decide who may or may not care
about the death of a fellow stu-

Each student death should be treated with
professionalism, respect and tact.
Dozens of links to student death
policies from colleges across
the country are easily accessible
online. Search the words “death”
or “suicide” in Columbia’s Residence Life or student handbook
and few references are found.
Death, suicide and depression are
glossed over—or ignored completely—in publications that are
meant to guide students through
college life.
Many things occur behind the
scenes when a student dies, and the
administration works closely with
the family of the deceased to determine what information should
be disseminated, but not having a
public policy or procedure for administration to consistently adhere
to can leave students in the dark
when one of their peers has died.
Counseling services and the extension of counseling hours should
be a priority when announcing a
student death. As a group, students
should determine whether counselors should visit with their class
rather than leaving it up to the dis-

dent. Each student death should
be treated with professionalism,
respect and tact. Students should
not find out that the person they
sat next to in “Writing & Rhetoric I” has died from outside
news sources.
Columbia’s administration has
an obligation to the college community to publish clearly outlined policies and procedures in the event
of the death of a student, whether
the death occurs on or off campus.
The number of friends a student
had, the grades a student had or even
the department the student was
in should not affect the timeliness
or content of an announcement of
their death. Sensitivity to the family’s wishes should be the top priority, but to pick and choose how
and what information is given to
the student body is negligent. No
student’s death should be treated
differently than another student’s
death. The Columbia community should be made aware of every
current student’s death because no
loss should go unrecognized.

rocked the world with relentless
acts of violence in recent weeks.
The Jan. 7–9 Charlie Hebdo and kosher market shootings carried out in
Paris by radical Islamists linked to
a Yemen al-Qaida group were plastered across media outlets for days.
In the outer rims of the news cycle,
the militant Islamist terrorist group
Boko Haram razed the Nigerian
villages of Baga and Doron Baga
Jan. 3 and has since kidnapped dozens of children in Cameroon.
In light of these events and the
Western world’s tense relationships with Islamic extremists,
Islamophobia and whether or not
to hold an entire religion responsible for atrocities committed in
its name are at the forefront of
American debate.
Religious militancy and terrorism have existed for centuries. No
religion is without its bloody past,
but the visibility and rising ranks
of radical Islamist terrorist groups
have spawned irrational fears and
prejudices around the world, often
exacerbated by the media and a lack
of education among citizens.
It is easy to blame the media
for the fierce hatred of Islam that
many people hold, but much of the
media Americans consume is not
objective. According to the Pew
Research Center’s 2013 “State of

the News Media” report, both Fox
News and MSNBC favored opinion over factual reporting. With 85
percent of MSNBC’s content and
55 percent of Fox News’ content
being commentary, we are left with
few media outlets that are actually
reporting “news.” CNN hangs in
the balance with only 54 percent of
its content being factual reporting,
according to the report. And with
radical Islamists making headlines every other day, the chance
of hearing opinion rather than fact
becomes increasingly likely.
Pointing the finger at big bad
media conglomerates obviates
consumers of the responsibility of actively choosing to educate
themselves and others, though. If
society actively pursues context
for the news they are seeing on
Islam—a religion that is practiced
by approximately 1.6 billion people
worldwide and is rife with compelling culture, history and politics—it
can move away from toxic beliefs
and agendas that do not serve
the global community. Education
starts with pursuing different, unbiased sources of information and
opening ourselves up to experiences
and discussion.
Many have closed minds on Islam—particularly in the realm
of education—as is evident from
the backlash seen in schools

that have made attempts to educate students. In Revere, Massachusetts, a parent removed his
child from a history class that
was taking time to focus on the
Muslim religion, according to an
Oct. 14, 2014, WHDH-TV news report. In La Plata, Maryland, parents
also removed their child from her
history class because of a lesson
on Islam, according to an Oct. 31,
2014, WUSA 9 report. In both
cases, parents cited the supposed
controversy and violence surrounding the religion for their actions.
Nevertheless, denouncing Islam on
the basis of the acts of extremists
is foolish and only further isolates
a religion and its adherents who are
increasingly misunderstood.
In addition, allowing parents and others with a warped
view of Islam to permeate the
educational process is unfair
and will only continue to
breed animosity and hostility.
It may not be easy to sway rigid beliefs that have been born
from long-held prejudices and
media bias, but a person who
pursues truth and insight can
help others challenge themselves,
because it is with a willingness to understand and educate without bias that we can
better treat and relate to our
fellow humans.
EDITORIAL CARTOON
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SCOTUS fight for marriage equality must be fair
the sanctity of marriage while proponents want to protect families.
The issue is clearly divisive and has
prompted heated debate and claims
on both sides, but the opponents
of gay marriage have taken a step
further into an illogical attempt at
stymieing equality.
Following the announcement
of the court’s decision to put gay
marriage on its docket, the American Family Association, a Missouri-based advocacy group that
pedals conservative family values

gay marriage opponents were quick
to join the call to action.
Using Kagan’s and Ginsburg’s
participation in gay weddings as
the criterion for objectivity is a sad
attempt by the conservative right to
further hinder the judicial process.
Though federal law outlines the expectations of judicial recusal, they
are largely imposed—albeit poorly, if the infamous Citizens United
case and the questionable involvement of Justices Clarence Thomas
and Anthony Scalia with the Koch

known for its ardent opposition to
same-sex culture, that seems like
a conflict of interest. Shouldn’t
the justices who have officiated
straight weddings be held to the
same standard?
Such a notion would have the
religious right calling foul, but it’s
hard to feel sympathy for it when
some of its advocacy groups are doing what they can to knock two noted liberals from the bench. In the
end, Supreme Court cases are really
just a numbers game, and with four

TYLER EAGLE
Editor-in-Chief
THE JAN. 16 announcement that

the Supreme Court will hear arguments about whether the 14th
Amendment requires states to
recognize same sex marriage is
long overdue.
The Supreme Court has shirked
delivering a ruling since gay marriage first made its way to the court
in 1972 when it dismissed Baker v.
Nelson. Since then, it has avoided
the issue, often relying on lower
courts to dole out interpretations,
resulting in a state patchwork quilt
of judicial activism intermixed
with voter initiatives, granting and
denying the right of marriage to
millions of Americans.
The arguments on both sides
of legalizing gay marriage never
change. Opponents want to protect

The arguments on both sides of legalizing gay marriage never change.

and voracious campaigns against
equality measures, released a statement calling on Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Elena Kagan to recuse themselves due to a perceived
inability to remain impartial during
deliberation. The American Family
Association claims that Ginsburg
and Kagan are incapable of being
objective because they have previously officiated gay weddings, ignoring the fact that the weddings
they officiated were of people they
knew in their personal lives. Other

brothers is any indicator—when
there is a financial conflict.
Following the announcement,
faith leader Pope Francis released
a statement decreeing that redefining the traditional definition of
marriage is dangerous and should
be avoided at all costs.
Applying the American Family Association’s logic, would it be
such a leap to require the six sitting
Catholic justices to recuse themselves from the case? If a person has
a history of following a faith that is

justices considered the conservative wing and four others marked as
the liberals, it is not hard to identify
a group’s true motivation.
With the 2016 presidential campaign season looming, hopeful Republican candidates are looking at
the issue as an opportunity to garner support. For the most part their
statements are ridden with their
typical view of gays as second-class
citizens. There are of course
their obligatory cookie-cutter cries
of state rights—with former Ar-

kansas governor Mike Huckabee
leading the charge—but the court
has the chance to end an argument that never really should have
been a debate.
Regardless of party affiliation or
ideology, there are two sides to the
issue—one whose “religious freedom” is threatened and, if the court
were to rule in favor of the conservative ideation of biblical marriage and a state’s apparent right
to discriminate against its citizens,
would celebrate the victory with its
legally recognized family and move
on to some other self-righteous
anti-civil rights crusade with a
smile and a Bible.
The other side—the one that
struggles for recognition of a relationship that defines the most
precious thing: family—will either
bask in the victorious culmination
of a decades-long battle for equality
or have to pick up the pieces of yet
another crushing defeat.
The issue may be decisive, but
trying to stack the deck is cowardly
and indicative that no matter how
the Supreme Court rules, there is
still going to be prejudice and those
that would see gays and lesbians
oppressed. Rather than try to derail
the judicial process early on, both
sides should step back and let this
fight be a fair one.
teagle@chroniclemail.com
STUDENT POLL

Does the college have an obligation to announce a student’s death?
“It really depends on the whole situation. The
family of the student should be asked first and
if the family is OK with it and they would like it to
be announced, I think they should do it. If they’d
like it to remain private, they shouldn’t.”
Mike Loughman sophomore business & entrepreneurship major

“It depends on what the family and friends
want. I think the college should definitely reach
out to the family and friends and ask their
permission to post it, but the college shouldn’t
feel obligated to do it.”
Dominique Jackson junior journalism major

“I think they should, because students are really
working behind the scenes to make the school
better. They should be recognized for the work
that they do. I think it’s important that everybody
really gets their credit.”
Alex Allen freshman audio arts & acoustics major

Loud ladies: the necessity of the female voice

CAITLIN LOONEY
Opinions Editor
IN THE MEDIA and in real life, men

constantly bemoan it. It tortures
their psyche and keeps them up at
night, preventing them from properly functioning among their fellow men. What is this cruel thing
that haunts the male species?
Women talking.
How much are women really talking, though, and are they
speaking when it really matters?
According to a 2011 Johnson
Cornell University study titled
“Who Takes the Floor and Why:
Gender, Power and Volubility in Organizations,” the majority of women involved in the study believe that
verbal advocacy in the workplace is

not “a successful way to communicate their power to others.”
The study produced some frightening data when it examined gender and power dynamics on the
floor of the U.S. Senate and whether volubility increases women’s
power as it does with men.
The study revealed that women
not only experience more backlash and punitive action when they
get vocal in the workplace, but
also that women fear such repercussions. This results in women
talking substantially less than their
male counterparts.
Of course, the old adages “silent
but deadly” and “speak softly and
carry a big stick” could be applied
here. Perhaps women are altering
power dynamics in more subtle
ways by showing up and making
things happen. However, conceding to men blabbing away at work
so as to avoid being viewed as
just another talkative, powerless
female serves no one, especially not the women who choose to
remain silent.
This is not a plea for women to
disrupt or revolt. It is a plea for millennial women to understand that
although our mothers and grandmothers grew up being told, “Young
women should be seen, not heard,”

this is no longer the case. Whether in a network television writers’
room or a Fortune 500 boardroom,
women entering the workplace
should recognize and work to address the disparities that still exist
between the sexes because they are
taking a toll.
One need only look around to
understand the staggering lack
of representation women have to

Women and Politics, the number
of women with the power to make
laws dropped to 24 percent after
the 2014 elections, though the numbers were never very high to begin
with—24 percent is minuscule. If
women are not speaking up for fear
of backlash in a place where female
representation is critical, who will
speak for us? The men—and that’s
going so well, isn’t it?

If women are not speaking up for fear of backlash in
a place where female representation is critical, who
will speak for us?
overcome—it’s everywhere. According to the Women’s Media
Center’s 2013 “Status of Women
in the U.S. Media” report, equality
will not exist in business, government and beyond until 2085. When
women make up more than 50
percent of the world’s population,
our employment statistics should
read the same. Until the gender gap
closes, there will not be enough
women in positions of power for us
to afford silence and complicity.
According to The Center for

Not all women want to represent
their gender, though, and that is
fair. They did not sign up for the task
of trailblazing their way through
the office. They signed up to do
their job. Nonetheless, if a woman
truly wants to excel in her chosen
field, would she not want to be as
voluble and involved as the man
next to her?
The system is bent against females, though. Women who once
walked into meetings guns blazing
may have been smacked down one

too many times by their male superiors. It is one thing to have opportunity, but it is another thing to
have access within those opportunities. Men in leadership positions
far outnumber women, making it
more difficult to make headway in
both volubility and visibility. Thus,
businesses should also take it upon
themselves to examine their hierarchies in order to determine if the
systems in place are working for
or against their female employees.
Women should never have to fear
reprisal for deviating from antiquated gender norms, particularly
in their place of work.
For women with access to
opportunities that can influence
change, making the decision to
pipe down is a detriment to the advancement of our gender and the
causes we support. The politics of
a workplace, even a classroom, are
difficult to navigate. Tact is always
needed, but when men are consistently in positions of power, women
should take any opportunity they
may have to make strides. It is not
enough to represent the minority.
We have to advocate for ourselves
and for those who are unable to advocate for themselves.
clooney@chroniclemail.com
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City Council approves new police profiling ordinance
MATT MCCALL
Metro Editor
THE CHICAGO CITY Council voted Jan.

21 to expand Chicago’s preexisting
ban on police profiling to include
“gender identity” and “national
origin,” a move aimed at protecting the city’s transgender and
immigrant communities.
The council’s decision followed the City Council Finance
Committee’s unanimous Jan.
15 approval of the ordinance.
Alderman Edward M. Burke (14th
Ward), chairman of the Finance
Committee, said the ban is consistent with Attorney General Eric
Holder’s new guidelines for federal
law enforcement agents issued by
the Department of Justice Dec. 8,
2014. The Federal government has
banned profiling based on race or
ethnicity since 2003.
Chicago has prohibited police
profiling based on race, ethnicity,
gender, religion, disability, sexual
orientation, marital status, parental status, military discharge status,
financial status or lawful source of
income since 2001. The updated
policies are simply expanding the
definition of police profiling.
The guidelines come at a time

Police Profiling:
Transgender people

22% of all transgender people and 38% of black transgender
people report experiencing transphobic police harassment

6% of all transgender people, 9% of transgender Latinos, and 15% of black
transgender people report having experienced a transphobic assault by police

46% of transgender people said they would feel somewhat
or very uncomfortable seeking police assistance

Colin King THE CHRONICLE

Information from the National Transgender Discrimination Survey

when public trust in the criminal justice system is being tested,
Burke said. The deaths of unarmed
black men Michael Brown, 18,
in Ferguson, Missouri, and Eric
Garner, 43, in Staten Island, New
York, at the hands of police officers

sparked protests nationwide.
“[The ordinance] reaffirms the
city’s commitment to prohibiting
biased-based policing, which is
intended to uphold the integrity,
legitimacy and efficacy of our law
enforcement practices,” Burke

said. “Hopefully affirming our commitment to treating all persons
with courtesy and dignity will help
strengthen Chicago’s trust in our
criminal justice system.”
Co-sponsor of the ordinance
Alderman Tom Tunney (44th Ward),

who represents the historically gay
neighborhood Boystown, congratulated the Chicago Police Department’s
emphasis on sensitivity training for
cadets and current officers. He said
the relationship between the CPD
and the LGBTQ community has come
a long way in recent years.
“This ordinance is a positive step
forward in recognizing the community as valuable and the needed protections for this most important community that I serve,” Tunney said.
The Chicago-based LGBTQ advocacy organization Equality Illinois
also applauded the policy change.
“Adding gender identity to the
anti-profiling law is a major win
for the city’s transgender residents,” CEO Bernard Cherkasov
said in a Jan. 21 Equality Illinois
press release. “The ordinance recognizes the unique situation that
transgender people face in achieving full equality, and it enshrines
in law that they should be treated
fairly and with understanding. We
appreciate the action of the City
Council in adding ‘gender identity’
and ‘national origin’ and commend
the Chicago Police Department for
its support.”

x x SEE BAN, PG. 43

Holds on marijuana licenses will not stop HerbFront’s debut
Metro Reporter
HERBFRONT, A MEMBER of Elmspring’s

accelerator program, is set to
debut its website the first week
of February. However, Gov. Bruce
Rauner’s delay to issue business
licenses for the distribution and
cultivation of medical marijuana
could postpone HerbFront’s
appearance in Chicago.
Billing itself as a medical marijuana real estate app, HerbFront
matches medical marijuana growers and distributors with landowners that are willing to let them build
cultivation centers and depots in
accordance with city zoning regulations. Chicago’s zoning regulations
mandate that marijuana cannot be
sold within 1,000 feet of schools,
parks or daycare centers.
The cultivation and distribution
of medicinal marijuana was legalized in Illinois in April 2013. Nearly
two years later, business licenses
have yet to be issued for manufacturing and distribution.
Although the Governor’s office
has given little information about
why licenses have not yet been
issued, Rauner said he is worried

about how applicants were chosen.
At a Sept. 16, 2013 news conference,
Rauner expressed his opposition to
the use of medical marijuana.
Matt Chapdelaine and Alan O’
Connell, founders of HerbFront,
said they are optimistic that the

delays will not hurt their website
launch. They said their website
has been very successful in other
states that have legalized medical
marijuana like Colorado, Delaware,
and Maryland, and they expect the
same results in Chicago.

Chapdelaine said unless business
owners or contractors are familiar
with the city’s zoning regulations,
finding a location to set up shop
that is in accordance with zoning
regulations can take weeks or even
months. Once business licenses

Cassidy Johnson THE CHRONICLE

SARAH MARTINSON

are issued, owners have to submit
a commercial address within 72
hours. HerbFront’s website benefits its users by condensing the
months-long process of finding an
acceptable location into an hourslong venture.
HerbFront is one of five members in Elmspring ’s accelerator
program, located at 1871 in the
Merchandise Mart. Elmspring is a
real estate-focused incubator that
provides guidance and mentorship
to startups in their crucial developmental stages. Nine out of ten
startups fail because of a lack of
resources, according to 1871.
Thomas Bretz, CEO of Elmspring,
said the legalization of medical marijuana will provide a lot of opportunities for commercial businesses
and startups.
“Any time there is a large business being created, there are always
entrepreneurs being extremely creative about trying to make money off
of that,” Bretz said.
Ali Nagib, assistant director of
the Illinois National Organization
for the Reform of Marijuana Laws,
said he does not think Rauner would

xx SEE WEED, PG. 43
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DOROTHEA TOBIN

Occupation: Teacher

Illinois rings in new year with
new state laws
WELCOME BACK TO the real world,
my fellow classmates. Your spring
semester class schedule is not the
only thing you may want to sink
your teeth into. While students
were on winter break, more than
200 new Illinois laws took effect on
Jan. 1. Again, welcome back. Here
is a roundup of a few notable laws
courtesy of Illinois.gov.
Cyberbullying: Schools are
now required to address and discipline students that use phones, social media and computers to bully
people on and off campus with the
implementation of House Bill 4207.
This law applies to private and
public elementary and secondary
schools. With the advancements in
technology and the extensive use
of social media by young kids and
adults, more kids, teens and young
adults are subject to distressing harassment and bullying.
“Ban the box”: Under House Bill
5701, private employers with 15 or
more employees are now prohibited
from asking prospective applicants
about their criminal history until
they have been offered employment
or selected for an interview. A 2014
study from the National Institute of

Justice states that 67.8 percent of
released prisoners were rearrested
within three years of release. This
new legislation may have the potential to lower the unemployment
rate and keep more people out of
underground markets and criminal
activity by placing more job opportunities in reach.
E-cigarettes: Electronic cigarettes must now be sold from
behind the counter of any convenience or tobacco store in order to
keep minors from easily accessing the devices. House Bill 5868
is among other legislation passed
throughout recent years regarding
the regulation of e-cigarettes. Although minors can usually gain access to products that are legally out
of their reach, this bill is still a step
in the right direction.
Microbead ban: If your favorite
face wash contains microbeads, or
tiny little specs that exfoliate your
face, it has most likely been banned
with the implementation of Senate
Bill 2727. The tiny plastic beads
release toxic chemicals when they
get into the water supply, which
are then consumed by wildlife and
pose many hazards to Lake Michi-

gan and the species living in it. Microbeads may be a key ingredient to
your favorite face or body wash, but
their dangerous effects on the environment make them undesirable.
Medical marijuana for epilepsy, seizures: Senate Bill 2636
will extend the Illinois’ medical
marijuana law to children who experience seizures from epilepsy.
Minors will be able to gain access
to medicinal cannabis oil, which
will treat seizures. Allowing minors
to have access to this program can
help them withstand the effects of
their illness.
ncraig@chroniclemail.com

Neighborhood: Rogers Park

Courtesy DOROTHEA TOBIN

MATT MCCALL
Metro Editor
THREE TIMES A week, Chicago Pub-

lic Schools teacher Dorothea Tobin and 38 students fill a cramped,
brick-walled office on Chicago’s
West Side at North Lawndale College Prep., 1616 S. Spaulding Ave.
A school best known for sports,
North Lawndale is gaining notoriety for another, more amicable after-school activity—knitting.
Tobin, 62, started the knitting
club five years ago, and it has become one of the school’s most popular. Visitors to North Lawndale
will see teachers proudly displaying
their students’ work, wearing vibrant scarves and bowties adorned
with the colors of the various colleges they attended.
Tobin, a veteran teacher with
more than 30 years experience,
said she first used knitting as an
icebreaker for her homeroom class
and discovered that once students
were working with their hands,
they were more than willing to
speak their minds. A year later,
she had the idea to pay for her students’ work out of her own pocket
to then sell to friends and family at
her church, St. Gertrude’s Parish,
1420 W. Granville Ave. Tobin said
students have made up to $400 a
month through the club.
The club, BT Lives in the Stitch,
was suggested by students to honor
her son, Billy Tobin, who died of an
accidental fall in 2012. He was 19.
The Chronicle spoke with Tobin
about knitting, the club’s origin and
what the club has done for students
at North Lawndale.

THE CHRONICLE: What is a typical
meeting like?
DOROTHEA TOBIN: That’s a fun-

ny question—very hectic. So many
things are going on at one time because some people are trying to finish things. Some people are trying
to learn. Some people are learning
different things.... I’ve just kind of
gone along with it as it’s expanded—I could probably use a helper.

What motivated you to start the club
and turn it into an enterprise for kids?
Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
Mayoral candidate Jesus Garcia spoke Jan. 20 at Maggiano’s Banquets to public policy group City Club of Chicago, 400 N. Michigan Ave., about his potential plans as
mayor and answered questions from the audience.
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It’s interesting to watch someone
master something and do it. Then

at the best of moments, it’ll be quiet and you know how it’s easier to
talk and exchange when you’re doing something. I was never good at
artificially saying, “We’re supposed
to talk about this, would everybody
jump in?” It was very hard. Yet, if
you started knitting, it kind of happened. That was probably the initial motivation; it’s very motivating
to have a group, and then you get to
talk with them and listen to them
talk. [The school] is on the West
Side. Everybody would like to get a
job or make some extra money, and
it’s nice to have a real way. We’re
making a genuine product and they
get money out of it, and they need it.
They can use it.

What do students get from the club ?
I can force expectations—kind of
work habits. Kids have the experience of being part of a group and
comply to what is expected out
of you.

Would you say each student gets
something different out of it?
Definitely. Sometimes there have
been kids that have more trouble
complying with class and behavior,
and yet they can sit there and knit
and focus. They have a pride, “Well
I can do this. I may not do well in
class, but this I do well in.” You always are looking for something.
Everyone is good at something, so
let’s let them try a bunch of things.
It’s something you can do with your
hands and something fast. I like to
see somebody [who] doesn’t fit the
school profile succeeding. Another
thing is watching social interactions. If someone is not necessarily
an extrovert out in the regular setting and they’ll get a group in there
and everything calms down and
they’re talking and laughing, I love
to see that. And other kids tell me
that, “Oh it helps me, it calms me
down. Can I take it home?” They’ll
comment, “Oh, my aunt bought me
yarn.” Their aunt is proud of them
and is pitching in to see them succeed. Then we’ve had crazy things
like somebody actually saved money for senior prom. They’ll say, “I
took out my niece or nephew this
weekend.” It’s very sweet.
mmccall@chroniclemail.com

January 26, 2015 • 39

Metro

Tech tenants could raise real estate prices in the South Loop

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
The new AMLI Lofts apartment complex, 850 S. Clark St., is one of three new complexes in the South Loop, which has seen increased development in recent years.

SARAH MARTINSON
Metro Reporter
THREE NEW RESIDENTIAL complexes

being built in Chicago’s South Loop
could turn the neighborhood into a
hotspot for tech employees.
Google moved its headquarters
to the Fulton Market Warehouse
District in Chicago’s West Loop
at the end of 2013, and other tech
companies such as Orbitz, Uber
and LinkedIn have followed suit.
Instead of moving to San Francisco
or Silicon Valley, California, Chicago companies have decided to stay
put, and entrepreneurs like John
Pytel, CEO of Conferences i/o, an
interactive app for audiences at

conferences, have decided to build
their companies here.
“There was never any reason
for us to go to California because
we have everything we need here,
thanks to 1871,” Pytel said, referring to the local startup incubator.
Tech companies establishing
themselves in Chicago could contribute to a rise in population,
which calls for more residential
real estate options.
An old parking garage is being
torn down to build a 24-story apartment complex at the intersection of
Clark and Harrison streets. AMLI
Lofts is building a 469-unit apartment complex on 1000 S. Clark St.
CMK Companies, a real estate com-

pany recently acquired a 5.1-acre
parcel of land near the south the
Chicago River that is expected to be
used to build a new condominium.
Kyle Kamin, executive vice president of Chicago Business Real Estate, said the South Loop is a reasonable area for tech employees to
move because it is less expensive
than other downtown neighborhoods and is a short commute to
and from work. Kamin has brokered real estate deals for major
tech companies including Google,
Yelp, CareerBuilder and Sittercity.
Kamin said tech companies are
moving to Chicago because of its
strong workforce. Potential employees in the city have distinct

skills and areas of specialty, which
gives tech companies in the area a
competitive edge.
“Chicagoans can expand into
more areas because they have a diversity of interests that can be enhanced with technological innovation,” Kamin said.
In their Spring 2014 issue, Planners Network, an organization that
advocates for progressive planning,
Manissa McCleave Maharawal, an
adjunct professor at Baruch College
in New York, wrote that the influx
of tech employees who moved to
the San Francisco Bay Area caused
gentrification in the areas adjacent
to public bus stops. As more tech
employees moved to the area, real
estate prices increased and the
displaced low-income residents
blamed tech companies.
Higher real estate prices forced
many low-income residents, such
as artists, teachers, hair stylists and
craftsmen, to leave San Francisco.
Many residents felt the tech employees were driving out the people
who made the city what it is today,
Maharawal said.
Residents banded together and
protested against tech companies
for moving into the area. Protests
and rallies took place at bus stops
where shuttles from Facebook and
Apple would pick up local tech employees, Maharawal said.
Protesters called Facebook and
Apple “gentrification and eviction
technologies.” During protests and

rallies, they plastered banners with
this phrase in Google’s blue, red,
green and yellow colors on the sides
of shuttle buses.
Kamin said he does not think
large-scale gentrification will happen in Chicago or the South Loop
area, which has been subject to redevelopment since 1980. Although
real estate prices could go up, he
said the increase would not be as
dramatic as it was in San Francisco
because residents are not competing for limited real estate space.
Dennis McClendon, a member
of the board of directors for South
Loop Neighbors, said he is not worried about an increase in tech employees moving to the area because
the South Loop is not a trendy
neighborhood. He said the new
apartment complexes being built
on Clark and Harrison streets will
probably be occupied by short-term
residents like college students or
recent graduates.
McClendon said a price increase
would benefit homeowners because property values would also
increase, giving them a better return on their investment.
Pytel said he does not think more
tech employees would be harmful
to the South Loop.
“All it takes is one big success
like Groupon or GrubHub to create hundreds or even thousands of
jobs,” Pytel said.
smartinson@chroniclemail.com
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Strip club wins neighborhood cleanliness award

Nohemi Rosales THE CHRONICLE
The Admiral Theatre, 3940 W. Lawrence Ave., won the “Block Star Business Award,” which highlights businesses that encourage positivity, tidiness and cleanliness around the Albany Park neighborhood.

BIANCA MARTINEZ
Metro Reporter
THE ADMIRAL THEATRE, surprised res-

idents of Albany Park by winning
an award for cleanliness when the
business is commonly viewed as

40 • January 26, 2015

quite the opposite on the inside.
The strip club, located at 3940 W.
Lawrence Ave., received one of
six “Block Star Business” awards
from the Albany Park Neighbors, a
community group of Albany Park
residents on Jan. 12. The Block

Star Business program helps residents to recognize local businesses that benefit the community,
according to its website. Winners
are given a certificate to display in
their window and a mention on the
Facebook page.

Commenters on the Albany Park
Neighbor’s group’s Facebook page
had mixed reactions to the theatre
receiving the award.
Despite the strip club’s win,
some of the commenters contented
the award will “attract the wrong
crowd into the neighborhood.” Other Internet commenters applauded Albany Park Neighbors and the
Admiral Theatre.
Albany Park Neighbors declined
to comment on The Block Star
Business program’s choice.
Other businesses that won the
award include Golden Crust Pizza, 4620 N. Kedzie Ave., Lawrence
Eye Care, 3711 W. Lawrence Ave.,
Mayan Sol Latin Grill, 3830 W.
Lawrence Ave., and Andy’s Fruit
Ranch, 4733 N. Kedzie Ave.
Admiral Theatre Brand Manager Michael Spalding said running
an adult business typically carries
with it a negative association.
“We help the community stay
clean,” Spalding said. “The owners
here have always contributed to the
neighborhood and have contributed to other businesses in the neighborhood.”
Spalding said he was honored
to win the award and that it has
influenced the business’ peers to
recognize its status as a legitimate
proprietor. The Admiral Theatre’s
message is that it wants to be considered a respectful business despite sometimes being disregarded
by community members, he said.

“We are proud to know that we
are recognized and that people appreciate the hard effort on our part
to keep the establishment looking
respectable,” Spalding said.
Lawrence Masser, a 29-year-old
Albany Park resident, said he does
not think the business winning the
award is a bad thing.
Restaurant Noon O Kabab, 4661
N. Kedzie Ave., won the award in
2013. Manager Marie Farhat said
whether residents like it or not,
what the business does inside has
nothing to do with the award.
“They won the award because
they deserve it,” Farhat said. “If you
drive on Lawrence Avenue from
Kedzie Avenue all the way to Pulaski, you see all of these storefronts
that are unkempt, you see gum on
the sidewalk, you see that these
buildings are discolored and that
they don’t take care of the windows
and the awnings are not washed ...
Other businesses really should try
to do the same.”
Farhat said she thinks the reason
so many residents feel offended is
because they may not understand
the meaning of the award.
“The award is structured just for
businesses that keep the storefront
and their business clean,” Farhat
said. “If you are driving on Kedzie
Avenue and you pass the building,
you would never know that it is a
strip club.”
bmartinez@chroniclemail.com
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Continued from Front Page

Antongiorgi said in the email. The
station, which is one of the city’s
busiest, serves more than 20,000
riders per day, the email said.
In addition to the 95th Street
Terminal, construction will also
continue on the Wilson Red Line
stop. Antongiorgi said in the email
that the $203 million project began
in November 2014 and is expected to be completed this spring. The
CTA will transform the dilapidated
platform, creating a modern, accessible station that will serve as a new
transfer point between the Red and
Purple lines, she said in the email.
Rebuilding the Wilson stop will
benefit riders and boost economic
development in the Uptown neighborhood, Antongiorgi added.
Some Blue Line stops will also
get a facelift in 2015 with the continuation of a $492 million project
that began last fall.
The CTA completed extensive
track work and upgrades to the
Blue Line between the Damen and
Logan Square stops in 2014 to increase train speeds and improve
reliability, according to the email.
The California, Damen and Western stations, all built in 1895, were
also renovated.
Original public artwork is scheduled for installation at the Damen
stop in upcoming months, and more
artwork will be installed at the California and Western stops in the fall.
Although the beginning date of
the next phase of upgrades is yet

to be announced, Blue Line riders
can expect to see more modernized
stations and faster service that will
save passengers 10 minutes roundtrip between downtown and the
O’Hare stop, as well as the installation of elevators in certain stations,
Antongiorgi said in the email.
With any major CTA project,
commuting delays are to be expected during construction, but the CTA
is finding ways to decrease such interference, according to the email.
“Every effort is made to minimize
the impact to our customers and
neighbors, which includes scheduling disruptive work late at night
or on the weekends, when ridership
is often at its lowest,” Antongiorgi
said in the email.
Riders can check the CTA website
and social media pages for updated
information on service changes and
planned service interruptions and to
receive real-time updates and alerts
of unexpected delays, Antongiorgi
said in the email.
The CTA will also be upgrading
subway wireless infrastructure
to improve 4G service for underground riders. Riders should expect to see consistent and reliable
connection in all CTA subway platforms later this year, Antongiorgi
said in the email, adding that current wireless networks will remain
operational while the upgrades are
being made.
Drew Lodarek, a junior audio arts
& acoustics major who frequently
uses the Red Line, said better cellphone service in the subways will
improve his commuting experience.

Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
The Wilson Red Line stop in Chicago’s Uptown neighborhood will be under construction this year, a $203 million project set to be completed this spring, said CTA spokeswoman Ibis Antongiorgi. She said the platform will be renovated to serve as a new transfer point between the Red and Purple lines.

“There have been times where I’ll
be in the subway and I won’t get any
cell service,” Lodarek said. “That can
be kind of a pain when you’re trying
to communicate with people that
are a few miles away and everyone is
trying to converge on a single point.”
To make it easier for riders to pay
fares, the CTA will be rolling out a
Ventra smartphone application in
2015 that will allow CTA, Metra
and Pace riders the ability to add
transit value and passes to their
Ventra card, check account balanc-

es and receive real-time account
alerts, according to the email.
“[The app] will allow Metra riders, for the first time, to purchase
and display tickets on their smartphones using a Ventra account or
personal credit or debit cards,” Antongiorgi said in the email.
Dylan Middlebrook, a junior cinema art + science major who lives
in Edgewater, said he reloads his
Ventra fare card when semesters
are not in session and U-Passes are
deactivated. He said he plans to use

the new application because it is
more convenient than managing
his card online or adding fare on the
Ventra machines in rail stations.
“I would use it when I need to
check how much money I have on
my card because the only way I can
check now is if I go on Ventra.com
and I have to type in the 16-number code online,” Middlebrook said.
“If I do it from my phone, that will
make everything a lot easier.”
kdavis@chroniclemail.com
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Fred Tsao, senior policy counsel at
the Illinois Coalition for Immigrant
and Refugee Rights, said Chicago
has been a historically welcoming
city to immigrants, and the new
policy is in line with ensuring that
immigrants are “respected as full
members” of American society.
Tsao added that some immigrants who move to the U.S. have a
fear of law enforcement, which may
have been more oppressive in their
native countries.
“This is a welcome step on the
part of the Finance Committee
[and City Council],” Tsao said. “I
think any gestures, any policies, any
initiatives on the part of the city to

reach out to these communities are
definitely welcome. The reciprocation is certainly useful as well—
communities reaching out to police
authorities and again making sure
that interactions are handled well
and respectfully.”
Despite a ban on police profiling,
data shows that it still occurs.
The American Civil Liberties
Union of Illinois released two reports last year that found evidence
of police profiling in traffic stop data
collected by the Illinois Department
of Transportation.
A report released in December
found that of the 100,676 traffic
stops made by Chicago police in
2013, nearly half of the stops involved black drivers, a far higher
number than the percentage of

black residents in the city’s population. Black drivers constituted 46
percent of traffic stops by Chicago
police in 2013, but only make up
32 percent of the city’s population.
Black and Hispanic motorists were
also far more likely to be searched
by police, according to the report.
The report also found that in
the five police districts with higher percentages of white residents,
black motorists are over-stopped
by ratios ranging from 1.7 to 7.5,
while Hispanic drivers are 1.1 to
2.3 times more likely to be stopped
than white drivers.
Ed Yohnka, director of Communications and Public Policy
at the ACLU of Illinois, said the
City Council’s new policy is a positive step, but that it will not curb

police profiling without meaningful cultural change within
the department.
“The policies are good, and we
don’t want to see those go away, but
what we want to make sure is that
we are constantly looking for ways
to improve training, improve oversight, improve tracking to gather
more information and more data
about these kinds of stops, because
the way that we’re really going to
root them out is having this data
and having behaviors change within police departments, not because
of any particular policy,” Yohnka
said. “We see fluctuation from year
to year, but by and large, the data remains about the same.”
mmccall@chroniclemail.com

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
The Chicago City Council approved an ordinance Jan. 21 to expand the definition of police profiling to include “national origin” and “gender identity,” replacing the preexisting ordinance that has been in place since 2001.

xx WEED

Continued from PG. 37

start the application process all over
again because that would be a time
consuming and costly process.
Illinois has already collected more
than $5 million from the application
process alone, Nagib said. Out of the
350 applicants that applied for business licenses, only 21 will receive a license to farm medical marijuana and
60 to distribute it. Farming license
applications include a non-refundable $25,000 fee, while dispensary
applications carry a $5,000 non-refundable fee, according to the Illinois
Department of Agriculture.
NORML’s main concern is for
patients. Nagib said holds on marijuana distribution licenses will not
hurt businesses as much it will hurt
patients who have been waiting for
longer than a year to use marijuana as a form of treatment for their
debilitating illnesses.
Out of the 13,000 applicants, 650
were able to complete the survey.
By contrast, Colorado has approved
116,000 patients, 94 percent of
whom qualified based on severe
pain, not a qualifying condition in
Illinois. Nagib said it would benefit both the patients and emerging
businesses if more patients were
approved for medical marijuana.
NORML is working to get more
patients approved by getting additional medical conditions qualified
and individuals with criminal records approved, Nagib said.
smartinson@chroniclemail.com
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